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Our history department is a growing subject area
at A Level. Passionate teachers with a keen drive
to deliver thought provoking lessons and to utilise
a wealth of intrinsically linked enrichment
opportunities make this a popular subject to study.
In addition, history students have enjoyed
international residential trips to improve their
knowledge of their studies.

Our history students are diving into fascinating
topics that explore people, society, and the
past:

Year 12 Germany - students are up to Weimar in
the 1920s, learning about how Weimar culture
and society changed

Year 12 Tudors - students have been debating
the worth of different social groups under
Henry VII and are about to study exactly why
Henry faced two significant rebellions in his
reign

Year 13 Germany - students are looking at the
concept of the Volksgemeinschaft in Germany,
who was accepted in Germany society and who
was not.

Year 13 Tudors - it's all about protectors and
backstabbers under Edward IV for us this
month, who were the two protectors and how
did they try to hold onto their power.



Ask questions

Consider the arguments of others and attempt to verify or challenge them
Consider the value of information and why sources were produced

Make links between different factors

Consider change and continuity across the breadth of a period

Deep dive into a period and ensure that you know as much detail as possible
Plan as many essays as possible

Revise what you don't know to fill any knowledge gaps

Read as much as possible

Talk to teachers and ask us for support as much as you can

Revision homework that leads into knowledge tests

Timed essays and extract questions

Detailed and specific feedback with clear application of the mark scheme

Giving students the time to talk and debate in lesson

Encouraging students to ask for help and offer support

Offer 1:1 coursework support

Have a clear homework and ILC schedule, which links with our curriculum to ensure that you are
all learning the correct content at the most appropriate time and in the right sequence



| chose to study history and law at university, as I've always had an interest in expanding my legal knowledge
and skills, and since being young, have always had a passion for history. Studying history at GCSE, then
further at A-level, | developed strong evaluation and analytical skills, that are applicable to a range of
careers. | absolutely loved my time at Lord Lawson studying history, the teachers were so encouraging and
supportive in all aspects, this helped my confidence grow and pushed me to stride for the best grades.
Although doing a combined degree at university can seem overwhelming, | am really enjoying the flexibility
of studying both subjects and learning new content. Both of my courses have a large overlap, therefore
skills such as my academic research and critical analysis have hugely improved. | would definitely
recommend choosing to further your studies in subjects that you genuinely enjoy and are interested in, as
university focuses on subject specifics more. Make sure during your A-levels to take advantage of this last
year together, as university is such a new experience for everyone, but those few months of hard work and
revision really do pay off for a much more relaxed and fun Summer!




As part of my A level history course |, along with a classmate, was offered the opportunity to enrol in the
Holocaust Educational Trust’s ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ programme. This programme involved an in-person
seminar, a day trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau and a follow-up scheme involving our school.

The initial orientation seminar was aimed towards allowing us to understand the history of the pre-war Jewish
life, European antisemitism and the Holocaust. Alongside this educational aspect of the programme was the
much more personal individual testimony of holocaust survivor Annick Lever who, by describing her own
experience of the Holocaust reminded us of both the recency of the genocide — and provided advice on how
we as ambassadors can take the lessons of her story into the future.

The visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau itself was the main focus for the programme. After a very early flight and
coach journey from Krakow to Oswiecim, we arrived just before midday. Firstly, we were guided around a pre-
war Jewish cemetery by a British Rabbi. Afterwards, we visited Auschwitz | which was then the labour camp
and now has been converted mainly into a museum; and finally, we ended the day in Auschwitz Il (Birkenau)
- the former death camp. Whilst there we learnt about the organisation of the death camps, saw huge
numbers of items owned by victims, read the testimonies of survivors, and most importantly tried to
recognise the scale of suffering in the camps.

To round off the programme, it is necessary that | in some way educate my community. The way it has been
decided is that I’'m going to perform a series of assemblies to the school during Holocaust memorial week in
January to talk through my reflections from Auschwitz and introduce its contemporary relevance to other
students as part of this assembly.

One takeaway from this visit has been how important it is to avoid taking the Holocaust out of its historical
context. The mass murder of European Jews — 1.1 million of which were killed in Auschwitz — was an
industrialised state-sponsored act from the Nazi regime to wipe out every single Jewish person in Europe.
What | have learnt from this scheme is that to compare the holocaust to any other historical or contemporary
tragedy is ultimately reductive and makes it harder to understand the significance of the Holocaust itself.



This half term in PD, Year 12 students have taken part in a variety of sessions designed to raise awareness,
build confidence, and support future decision-making. They attended a visit from Sharon Hodgson MP, which
helped them develop an understanding of democracy, civic responsibility, and how young people can engage
with political and community issues. Students also took part in a Prevent Breast Cancer charity virtual
awareness session, increasing their knowledge of health awareness, early detection, and the importance of
social responsibility. A Sunderland University First Choice presentation supported students in exploring
higher education options, strengthening their research, decision-making, and aspiration-building skills. In
addition, the Tyne and Wear Fire Service Pre Driver programme helped students develop road safety
awareness, risk assessment, and responsible decision-making skills, preparing them for safer independent
travel in the future.

And not to forget out wonderful Year 13 students, who have focused on developing essential employability
and higher education skills through a range of targeted activities. They took part in a Northumbria University
session on presentation and interview skills, where they learned how to structure clear, confident
presentations, communicate effectively, and respond thoughtfully to interview questions. Students also
explored networking, LinkedIn, and online professionalism, gaining an understanding of how to build a strong
digital profile, present themselves appropriately online, and make positive professional connections. In
addition, they experienced a virtual assessment centre with Springpod, which helped them develop
teamwork, problem-solving, time management, and self-reflection skills while becoming familiar with real
recruitment processes. These sessions strengthened students’ confidence, communication, professionalism,
and readiness for future study and employment.




On Thursday 20 November we welcomed a huge number of Y11 students from Lord Lawson, Heworth,
Grace College, Oxclose to view our sixth form community. An impressive number of current Y12 and Y13
students volunteered to talk about their experiences of life in the sixth form. The evening began with a
formal presentation in the main hall led by our fantastic Head Boy Luke Clarke, Head Girl Jeannie Wetherell
and sixth form ambassadors Chloe Parks and Gregor Houston. The sixth form student leaders did a brilliant
job of confidently talking about their experiences; from the support for Y11 transition, moving schools,
adapting to A level studies and the wealth of enrichment opportunities on offer. Their key message was
the small class sizes available at Lord Lawson together with the outstanding quantity and quality of support
on offer from our expert class teachers and experienced pastoral team.

Dr Fowler highlighted the excellence on offer within the sixth form; the highest exam results for 10 years
with the remarkable performance of maths with 50% of students gaining A*-A grades in the summer of
2025 together with standout subjects of sociology, psychology and English Language.

Mr McGovern explained his role as the non-teaching Pastoral Manager who can always be found in the ILC
(Independent Learning Centre). As a trained DSL, Mr McGovern provides exceptional care for our sixth
formers, together with the experienced sixth form tutors, Mr McGovern sees every student on a daily basis.
His experience in dealing with both curriculum and pastoral issues means that all students gain a first-rate
education.

Mrs Laidlaw, Assistant Principal — Head of Sixth Form spoke about her vision to make the sixth form the
strongest in the Northeast, building upon the fantastic exam results from the summer and ensuring
students gained the top-quality education they deserve.

The formal deadline for applications may have passed, however, if you are interested in joining our
remarkable sixth form community in September 2026 please get in touch with Mrs Laidlaw via email
jlaidlaw@lordlawson.academy



mailto:jlaidlaw@lordlawson.academy

Up to this point we have successfully had 41 applications sent off to UCAS from our 59 Y13
students. We are very proud that 3 have received Oxford interviews and 14 have applied to Russell
Group universities. Many applicants have already received their university offers.
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We are launching our Y12 work experience preparation this term. Work experience is a vital part of
Lord Lawson Sixth Form, enabling our students to develop a wide range of skills necessary for life
after Level 3 qualifications. Students will be spending the week beginning Monday 6 July 2026 on
work experience and it is the responsibility of our students to research and arrange their own
placement. We do this to firstly ensure our students find a placement which is of interest to them
and bears resemblance to their preferred career path. Secondly, our students have to independently
research their placement which develops their skills needed for researching universities,
apprenticeships and employment opportunities in the future.

Within tutor time and Personal Development, we will be supporting our Y12 students by supporting
their research and we are lucky to have two Careers Advisors on site at Lord Lawson, Mrs Braban
(with an office based in the sixth form common room) and Ms Leigh (based in the Y8 year block).
Both Careers Advisors will be available for students to meet one to one to gain support and advise
in finding work experience placements.



Within the sixth form we remember to consider other people in our community and Children in Need 2025 was
a fantastic reminder to care for those less fortunate. It was incredible to see the time and effort students had

put into their costumes and the commendable spirit with which we celebrated this special day. Lunchtime saw
a very competitive bingo session led by the one and only Mr McGovern (or Gru).




