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Welcome to our newsletter October 2025

Social science is an incredibly strong department
within Lord Lawson sixth form led by Mrs
Rutherford. Evidence based research is at the heart
of the subjects delivered in the department and
year on year this leads to excellent exam results. We
are incredibly proud of our students’ achievements
last summer. Sociology had an average A level grade
A; Health and social averaged at Distinction+ and
Psychology had a high value added score of 0.31.

Many students choose to study psychology,
sociology, health & social and applied psychology
and enjoy engaging lessons. In addition, we have
many sixth form students; past and present seeking
to develop their social science studies further at
university.

Enjoy reading about the work of this busy and
successful department.

Our Social Science students are diving into
fascinating topics that explore people, society,
and behaviour:

Year 12 Sociology — Students are examining
Education and Families & Households, looking
at how social structures shape our lives.

Year 13 Sociology — The focus is on Crime and
Deviance and The Media, exploring why people
break rules and how media influences society.

Year 12 Psychology — Students are examining
Approaches and Research Methods, gaining
insight into different psychological perspectives
and how research is conducted.

Year 13 Psychology — Students are delving into
Forensic Psychology, investigating criminal
behaviour and the psychology behind crime.

Year 12 Health & Social Care — The emphasis is
on the Person-Centred Approach,
understanding how care is tailored to individual
needs.

Year 13 Health & Social Care — Students are
exploring Equity, Diversity and Rights alongside
Anatomy, learning about fairness in care and
the human body.



Stay curious and ask questions

Social sciences are about understanding people and society. Always ask why things happen and
explore different perspectives.

Read Widely

Go beyond your textbook! Read articles, watch documentaries, and follow current events. Real-
world examples make your essays stronger.

Master Key Concepts

Learn the core theories and definitions early. Make flashcards or mind maps to keep them fresh in
your memory.

Practice Critical Thinking

Don’t just accept information—evaluate it. Ask: Is this evidence reliable? Are there alternative
explanations?

Use Real-Life Examples

Link theories to current events, case studies, or personal observations. This shows deeper
understanding in exams.

Plan Your Essays

Structure matters! Use clear introductions, well-developed arguments, and strong conclusions.
Practice writing under timed conditions.

Keep Up with Research Methods

Understand how studies are conducted—sampling, ethics, validity.

Stay Organized

Make a revision timetable and stick to it. Break topics into manageable chunks.

Engage in Discussions

Share ideas in class or revision groups.

Review Past Papers

Practice exam questions regularly. Learn what examiners look for and how to phrase answers
effectively.

Stay Updated

Social sciences change with society. Keep an eye on news and trends.

Look After Yourself - balance study with breaks. A healthy mind helps you think critically and
creatively.



This week, our Year 13 Politics students had the
exciting opportunity to take part in The Politics
Project's USA Digital Dialogue session. The event
featured a live discussion with two former U.S.
Congress members: Mike Ross (Democrat) and Jeff
Duncan (Republican).

Students deepened their knowledge of the
American political system, shared perspectives on
global issues, and asked thoughtful questions about
American democracy and bipartisan cooperation. It
was a unique chance to hear directly from
experienced policymakers to bring their studies to
life.

We're proud of our students for representing the
school so well and engaging meaningfully in this
global conversation.

On Tuesday our year 12 sociologists explored the
concept of capitalism as part of our study of
Marxism. Chloe and Zachary were very convincing
factory owners who set up a production line of
workers to create Christmas cards.

Their employees worked very hard but felt it was
very unfair that they received only a fraction of the
profits from the cards that they had made. We then
began to consider why capitalism exists and
continues when it seems to be so unfair. Year 12
were great fun and fully engaged with this exercise
to help us understand capitalism and Marx’s ideas
about society and class.




Sixth Form
Enrichment

Our students are continuing to embrace
enrichment Wednesday period 5; where we have
had all students pass their St John’s ambulance first
aid training, completed a basic course of sign
language, learnt the importance of volunteering
together with Reading Partners with Y7 and Y8
students, sports leaders and VEX Robotics club. In
our sixth form community, we believe it is vital to
study hard but also build up enriching experiences
to help develop skills for life after Lord Lawson sixth
form.

Focus on Careers

October has been a very busy month for UCAS
applications from our talented Y13 sixth formers.
We now have twenty-seven students who have
applied for universities from Oxford to York;
Durham to Northumbria. Many students are
receiving offers, which is a credit to the hard work,
time and effort they have put into their impressive
applications. It has been a pleasure to read personal
statements which with the help of our Northumbria
Allstars mentors and State Elevate mentors; have
been written to an excellent standard.




We held a very hotly contested Halloween
competition between tutor groups. The
challenge was to design the best pumpkin. The
very deserving winning entry was 12 ARD with
this creation, in which every member of the
tutor group participated.

Within the sixth form we are proud to
complete charity challenges to ensure our
young people are supportive members of not
only our local but national community. In
October student leaders organised a very
successful Bake sale to raise money for
McMillian Cancer research, raising over £250.



