
Course Title: AQA  Fine art 

Entry requirements:

Grade 4 or above in an art-based subject. 
Students who have not studied an art-based 
subject will be considered on an individual basis 
and will need to produce a portfolio of work

Assessment:

Personal investigation – portfolio project 
60%
Externally set assignment – 40% with  15 
hour supervised time in exam conditions

Brief outline of 
the course

Year 12 is an experimental year where you develop a range of new skills, 
explore a wide range of media and techniques and learn to study artists, 
designers and photographers in more depth. This exploratory work leads 
into a personal investigation portfolio project worth 60%. 

The exam board will release the externally set assignment on February 1st. 
Following a period of prep work there will be a 15 hour supervised exam 
where you will create your final pieces. 

Highlights • exploring a range of fine art processes and techniques 
• exploring a context personal and relevant to you 
• drawing and painting using a range of media 
• exploring mixed media including collage, assemblage and textiles
• installation
• ceramics
• printmaking

Essential 
qualities / skills 
needed for the 
course

• Creativity
• Curious and interested in a wide range of art and design contexts
• Interested in gallery visits and exhibitions 
• Highly independent and prepared to talk about your ideas 
• Ability to focus on a sustained project 
• Excellent time management when managing coursework deadlines
• Able to take advice in tutorials and reflect on work 
• Risk taker and willing to try new things 
• Passion for the arts
• Ambitious and determined to achieve.
• A commitment to being involve in any external workshops or 

competitions.
• Pushing yourself out your comfort zone

How to gain a top 
grade on this 
course

• All of the above essential qualities.
• This is a demanding course which requires focus, determination and a 

passion for the creative process. You must listen and learn from 
feedback and progress quickly. 

• You must commit to regular work outside the classroom in studies and 
at home.

• Being able to reflect critically on your own and others work and discuss 
this with your teacher and others in the group. 

Potential career 
links

• art education
• art therapist 
• gallery curator 
• textile artist or designer
• fashion designer
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