
Course Title: OCR Cambridge Advanced National in Applied Science

Entry requirements:

Minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including:
• Grade 4+ in Combined Science (or 

grade 4 in separate sciences)
• Grade 4+ in Mathematics and 

English

Assessment:

Combination of externally assessed 
exams and internally assessed 
coursework
Units include a mix of written exams, 
practical investigations, and research 
assignments
Graded: Pass, Merit, Distinction

Brief outline of 
the course

This course offers a practical, real-world approach to studying 
science. It covers biology, chemistry, and physics through applied, 
work-related contexts. Key units include Science Fundamentals, 
Laboratory Techniques, Scientific Analysis, and Scientific 
Investigation Skills. Students gain skills in experimentation, data 
analysis, and scientific reporting.

Highlights • Strong focus on practical laboratory work
• Opportunities to carry out investigative projects
• Develops workplace-relevant skills
• Progression routes into university or science-related 

employment/apprenticeships

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

• Curiosity and interest in how science is applied in the real 
world

• Organisation and time-management skills
• Accuracy in practical and written work
• Teamwork and communication skills

How to gain a 
top grade on this 
course

• Keep well-organised notes and submit coursework on time
• Practice scientific writing and data interpretation
• Engage fully in all practical work and use feedback to improve
• Stay up-to-date with deadlines and assessment criteria

Potential career 
links

• Biomedical Science
• Forensic Science
• Nursing and Healthcare Professions
• Environmental Science
• Engineering and Laboratory Technicians
• Progression to university or higher apprenticeships in science-

related fields
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