
Course Title: AQA Sociology A Level

Entry requirements:

GCSE Grade 5 in English and another essay-
based subject e.g. History.

Assessment:

3 External exams

Brief outline of 
the course

Sociology is the study of how people live together in groups—like families, 
schools, communities, and even whole countries. It looks at how people 
act, why they act that way, and how different parts of society (like laws, 
traditions, or social media) affect our lives.

The A level course focuses on the role of the education system, the family, 
the criminal justice system and the media in shaping our lives. 

Highlights If you like to debate, argue and discuss then this is the course for you. In 
sociology we explore the following core themes:

• Culture and Identity – How our background (like ethnicity, gender, or 
class) shapes who we are.

• Power and Inequality – Looking at how some groups in society have 
more power, money, or influence than others.

These allow students to really engage in discussion about the impact of 
our society effect people for better or worse.

Essential 
qualities / skills 
needed for the 
course

• Critical Thinking – You need to question things — not just accept facts 
but think about why things happen and if there are other explanations or 
perspectives.

• Open-mindedness – Sociology covers lots of different viewpoints and 
sensitive topics (like inequality or crime). Being open to different ideas 
helps you understand society better.

• Interest in Current Events and Social Issues – Knowing what’s going on 
in the world (news, social trends, debates) can make sociology easier 
and more interesting because it connects to real life.

How to gain a 
top grade on 
this course

Good Reading and Writing Skills – Sociology involves reading lots of 
information and writing essays where you explain ideas clearly and back 
them up with examples.
Ability to Analyze and Evaluate – You’ll learn to look at different theories 
and research, then decide which ones make the most sense or have 
weaknesses.
Good Organisation and Time Management – Like most A-Levels, sociology 
has quite a bit of content to learn and essays to write, so managing your 
time well is important.

Potential career 
links

• Social worker
• Criminal justice worker
• Market researcher
• Journalist
• Police analyst
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