
Course Title: AQA Psychology A Level

Entry requirements:

GCSE Grade 5 in English, Mathematics and 
Science

Assessment:

3 External exams

Brief outline of 
the course

The course covers 11 different topics aimed at understanding and 
explaining human behaviour. These include:

• The different approaches taken to studying behaviour – for example do 
we learn behaviour or do we inherit it?

• How research into behaviour is carried out and analysed
• Clinical psychology – what causes illnesses such as depressions and 

phobias and how do we treat them?
• Forensic psychology – how do we profile criminals, what causes 

someone to turn to crime and how can we prevent it?
• Social influence – why does the presence of other people alter our 

behaviour

Highlights The course is really interesting, it explores why people behave in the way 
they do and looks at how research into psychology can be used shape 
behaviour.

Students find the studies of psychological illnesses such as 
schizophrenia, OCD and depression especially interesting ,as well as the 
study of criminal behaviour.

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

Students should show a genuine passion for furthering their own 
understanding. There is a lot to learn about behaviour and you will need to 
work independently to recall and refresh the knowledge of each topic 
throughout the course.

How to gain a 
top grade on 
this course

Keep on top of revision. This is something that you should do throughout 
the course. The top students also hand in all work on time so that they can 
receive feedback on their work which allows them consistently improve.

Potential career 
links

• Clinical Psychologist
• Educational psychologist
• Councillor
• Therapist
• Medical professional
• Police



Course Title: AQA German A Level

Entry requirements:

 GCSE Grade 6 or above German

Assessment:

3 assessments: 
- Speaking
- Listening, reading and writing
- Writing (literature and film)

Brief outline 
of the course

An A Level in German will enable you to develop your linguistic skills while 
broadening your understanding of the culture and society of German 
speaking countries. You will build on your knowledge of German through a 
detailed study of grammatical structures, which will enable you to discuss 
subjects in increasing depth and detail.
The course covers a wide range of units in relation to at least one German-
speaking country. You must study the themes and sub-themes using a range 
of sources.

Highlights One of the exciting things about studying a foreign language at A Level, is the 
opportunity to study two authentic resources - you will study one novel and 
one film as part of your course:
• Bernhard Schlink – Der Vorleser
• Goodbye, Lenin! –  Wolfgang Becker (2003)
You will also compose an Individual Research Project, where you identify a 
subject or a key question of interest to you, and which relates to a country or 
countries where German is spoken. You will then select relevant information 
in German from a range of sources and present this as part of your speaking 
assessment. This is a fantastic opportunity to exploit your research and 
creativity skills.
The opportunity to travel abroad is another highlight of the course.

Essential 
qualities/skill
s needed for 
the course

This is what we are looking for:
• Students with a good attitude and commitment! You will need to have 

views and opinions about the topics covered to be able to express them in 
German. 

• Students with exploratory spirit and curiosity 
• Students who are passionate about languages and who get a buzz out of 

communicating with people from a different culture. 
• Students who have an eye for the technicalities of a language and who are 

intrigued by grammar and the need for accuracy.

How to gain a 
top grade on 
this course

The most successful students are the ones who can make the most 
productive use of their time. The course relies on students learning the 
appropriate vocabulary, independent research and the ability to express 
opinion on a broad range of topics.

Potential 
career links

• Translation and Interpreting
• Diplomacy and International Relations
• Business and Marketing
• Teaching and Education
• Tourism and Hospitality
• Research and Academia
• Law and Legal Professions
• Journalism and Media
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