
Course Title: AQA Physics A Level

Entry requirements:

GCSE Grade 6 in Physics
or
GCSE Grade 6-6 in Combined Science

Assessment:

Three 2- hour exam papers at the end of the 
second year.
Each required practical is teacher assessed, 
and you receive your practical endorsement 
at the end of the second year.

Brief outline of 
the course

The topics you study include: Mechanics and Materials, Waves, Circular 
Motion, Nuclear Physics, Particles, Electricity, Fields and their 
Consequences, Thermal Physics and Astrophysics
You will also develop your practical and analysis skills over 12 required 
practical's to receive your practical endorsement.

Highlights Finding out the answers to the following questions:
What makes up the entire universe?
How can mathematics be applied to the world around us?
What would happen if you met your antimatter twin?
Whether a source of electricity ever runs out of electrons

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

An inquisitive and logical mind which can be applied to both theory and 
practical work.
Enjoyment of mathematics and problem solving.
Being resilient and resourceful also helps in practical work and when 
linking acquired knowledge to new situations.

How to gain a 
top grade on 
this course

Completing all homework and independent study work to a high standard. 
This often looks like exam questions, using online learning platforms 
(Physics Online or UpLearn) and consolidation of notes from lessons. 
Successful students also complete wider reading which helps prepare 
them for the range of unfamiliar applications and contexts of their learning

Potential career 
links

• Engineering
• Medical Physics
• Patent Attorney
• Finance and Accounting
• Climate Science and Meteorology
• Astronomy
• Lasers and Photonics
• Robotics and AI
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