
Course Title:  AQA History A Level

Entry requirements:

GCSE Grade 5 or above in History or in a 
GCSE essay-based subject (English 
Language, English Literature, History, 
Religious Studies, or Philosophy and Ethics).

Assessment:

80% - 2 exams of 2hours 30 minutes in length
20% - Non examined assessment 
(coursework)

Brief outline of 
the course

Students will cover:
• Breadth study: The Tudors 1485-1603
• Depth study: Democracy and Nazism 1918-1939 
• Non examined assessment: African American civil rights 1865-1974 

Highlights The topics and periods that we study are amongst the most influential in 
British, European and World History, and learning about them will shape 
your understanding of the world around you today. Students will learn 
about the makers and shakers of the Tudor dynasty, how Hitler rose from 
obscurity to dominant dictator and how African Americans civil rights 
campaigns moved into the modern day. 

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

Students should have an interest in finding out about the past, not just 
what happened, but investigating and debating change, causation, 
continuity, consequence, significance and differing perspectives.

Students should be motivated to work independently, to complete 
additional reading, to be able to identify and reason the nuances of an 
argument. Students should also be able to work closely with peers and 
teachers.

How to gain a top 
grade on this 
course

Students who have a desire to do well, to take on board feedback and a 
determination to learn the content of the course are the most successful 
in this course. 

To gain a top grade, students need to be able to be specific in use of 
knowledge and write a fully analytical and balanced argument with a well 
substantiated judgement. 

Potential career 
links

The skills learnt at this level are desired by universities and employers 
alike. If you are thinking about a career in law, politics, Civil Service, 
sociology, psychology, journalism, TV, radio, research, marketing or PR, 
then History is the subject for you. History really does open the doors to a 
range of careers: ‘Historians stalk the corridors of power.’
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