
Course Title: AQA Geography A Level

Entry requirements:
GCSE Grade 5 or higher Geography
GCSE Grade 5 or higher at English language
GCSE Grade 5 or higher at mathematics

Assessment:
Paper 1 (physical geography) 40%
Paper 2 (human geography) 40%
NEA independent investigation 20%

Brief outline of 
the course

• Physical
• Coasts: coastal systems, landforms and management, both in the UK and 

beyond
• Water and Carbon: changes and impacts within and of the water and carbon 

cycles, in the UK and beyond
• Hazards: volcanic, seismic, weather and wildfires as hazards that affect the 

world and how we can mitigate, adapt, prepare and respond
• Human
• Urban: how urban areas develop and change and the need for sustainability in 

the world’s cities and urban areas
• Changing Places: how the world is changing and how this affects peoples’ 

lives and how people perceive different places
• Global Systems and Governance: how globalisation and the relationships 

between countries can help and hinder the world and who the most important 
players are in developing for the future

Highlights The NEA investigation is a wonderful opportunity to choose a part of geography 
that you want to read about, investigate and research to complete an 
investigative project about. You are in control!

Being able to link our class work with what’s happening in the world on a weekly 
basis shows you that your individual actions have huge effects in the world and 
that, again, you are in control of the world’s future.

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

• Independence
• A genuine love of the world
• Enthusiasm and a willingness to get involved in debate and discussion
• A thirst for knowledge and a questioning of why things are the way that they 

are
• Curiosity in the world’s natural/physical landscapes and a desire to 

understand how they’re formed
• Concern and an interest in the state of global politics and why global 

governance is more important than ever

How to gain a top 
grade on this 
course

A real love of the subject is crucial! The NEA is chosen by you and completed 
independently, so you must really be interested in the topic.

We always link your lesson and specification content to what’s happening in the 
real world so keep up to date with the news, current affairs and what is going on 
in your local area and in the wider world. Everything can be linked to geography!

Potential career 
links

Depending on your geographical interests, the career links are huge.  If you’re an 
all-rounder, and love people, then education is for you. If you are Passionate 
about the planet/environment, there Are jobs in environmental or hazard 
management or Meteorological careers. If you are passionate about the human 
world, then urban planning, local/national government/politics or the energy 
sector could be for you.
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