
Course Title: AQA English Literature A-level

Entry requirements:

GCSE Grade 5 in English Language.
GCSE Grade 5 in English Literature.

Assessment:
80% exam
Paper 1: Language - the individual and society
Paper 2: Language - diversity and change
20% coursework
Independent critical study of 2 texts
2500-word essay and a bibliography.

Brief outline of 
the course

In English Literature, you will explore the big questions about the human 
experience that writers have grappled with throughout history. You will be taught 
how to read critically and apply a range of critical theories to your reading. 
Throughout the course you will explore the relationship between texts and their 
social, historical and literary context and be encouraged to develop your own 
critical voice.  

Highlights “In Literature lessons, I don’t just feel like I learn things, I feel like I get a real 
education!”
"The essay writing skills you learn definitely gives you an edge when you're at 
university – whether you study literature or not!"
"My Literature lessons were my favourite! The things you get to discuss always 
made my think – it totally changed the way I viewed society."
“Studying literature has completely changed the way I view myself and the world I 
live in.”

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

To be successful you need to love reading and thinking about literature as you will 
be expected to read widely across a range of texts, genres and eras. The English 
Literature A-level is a highly respected, rigorous academic qualification in a 
facilitating subject; students need to be highly motivated and able to work 
independently. While we support you to develop your academic writing style, 
students are expected to already have excellent written and spoken 
communication skills when they embark on the course.

How to gain a top 
grade on this 
course

To achieve top grades in A-Level English Literature, students need to read texts 
closely and think critically about themes, structure, and language. High-
achieving students offer original, well-supported interpretations and make 
confident use of literary terminology. Top marks are awarded for essays that 
show a strong understanding of context, make insightful comparisons, and are 
clearly structured and well-written. Engaging deeply with the texts, planning 
essays carefully, and responding thoughtfully to feedback are all key to reaching 
the highest levels.

Potential career 
links

Studying literature sharpens your mind and develops your skills of analysis and 
critical thinking. As well as this, you will hone your ability to turn this thinking into 
thoughtful, cogent pieces of writing. These skills make you a highly desirable 
candidate for whatever you choose to pursue following 6th form. Our past 
students have gone on to study a diverse range of subjects at some of the top 
universities in the country and now have careers in journalism, politics, social 
work, law, marketing, education, academia, the arts, travel and tourism, 
biochemistry, psychology and even medicine.

Put simply, wherever you want to go next, studying English Literature will help you 
get there!
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