
Course Title: AQA English Language A-level

Entry requirements:

GCSE Grade 5 in English Language
GCSE Grade 5 in English Language

Assessment:

80% exam
Paper 1: Language – the individual and society
Paper 2: Language –  diversity and change
20% coursework
• Original writing piece
• Language investigation

Brief outline of 
the course

English Language explores the world of words, both spoken and written. You will 
learn a range of new terminology – also known as Language Levels – and then use 
this new terminology to analyse the ways in which language is manipulated to 
show different attitudes. You will also learn about language diversity, including 
how language is impacted by gender, age, ethnicity and social groups. You will 
study how language has changed in recent and more historical ways. Finally, you 
will explore how children acquire language and how they develop their ability to 
produce meaning through sounds. If you enjoy discovering and talking about 
words, analysing and categorising texts and talking about how language is used in 
modern society, then this A level course is for you!

Highlights ‘A Level English Language undoubtedly helped me with my university essays – my 
degree in Psychology definitely benefitted from an understanding of the power of 
words!’
‘This subject makes you really think about words and how much power they have 
over us – I analyse everything that people say now!’
‘Without studying Child Language Development, I wouldn’t have realised how 
passionate I am about speech and language. This led me to a degree at 
Newcastle in Speech and Language Therapy.’

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

To succeed in A-Level English Language, you need to be curious about how 
language works and how it shapes the world around us. Strong analytical skills 
are important, as you'll be examining texts in detail and exploring how meaning is 
created. You should also enjoy reading widely, thinking critically, and expressing 
your ideas clearly in writing. An interest in how language varies across different 
contexts, regions, and social groups will help you engage fully with the course. 
Good organisation and the ability to develop independent research skills are also 
key to managing coursework and exam preparation effectively.

How to gain a top 
grade on this 
course

Achieving top grades in A-Level English Language requires a combination of close 
reading, critical thinking, and clear, structured writing. Successful students 
consistently engage with a wide range of texts and linguistic data, applying key 
terminology accurately and exploring meanings in depth. To excel, you should 
develop strong essay-writing skills, support your points with detailed examples, 
and show awareness of context and audience. Regularly reviewing feedback, 
refining your analytical skills, and staying organised with coursework deadlines 
will also help you perform at your best.

Potential career 
links

This subject will be useful in any future career. English Language is the basis for 
all communication in the UK and the A Level is considered an academic subject – 
both of these factors make it a perfect choice for Sixth Form! Many of our 
students go on to complete their university education in English Language or 
Linguistics, with previous students working as Speech Language Therapists, 
Television Producers, Radio hosts, Business Developers, Sales Strategists, Social 
Workers, Nurses and, of course, English Teachers abroad and in the UK! The 
opportunities are endless with an English Language qualification. 
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