
Course Title: AQA Dance A Level

Entry requirements: 

All students who are 
interested in studying A Level 
Dance must have some dance 
experience, either through 
GCSE Dance or equivalent 
dance experience outside of 
school. 

All students will be considered 
on an individual basis. 

Students must be prepared to 
perform.  

Assessment:
Component 1: Performance and Choreography
(80 marks/ 50% of overall A Level)
1. Solo performance of your choice
2. Quartet performance
3. Solo or Group Choreography

Component 2: Critical Engagement
(100 marks/ 50% of overall A Level)
1. Written Exam: 2 hours 30 mins
Questions in two sections: 
Section A: short answer questions (25 marks) and one essay 
question (25 marks) on the compulsory set work/area of 
study.
Section B: two essay questions on the second set work/area 
of study (25 marks for each essay).

Brief outline of 
the course

A Level dance is a joyous course for students who love to dance and 
critically engage with professional dance works. The course provides the 
opportunity to study the development of British and American dance 
through classic Rambert repertoire such as Rooster, Ghost Dances and 
Swansong alongside American Jazz Dance Movie Musical’s  Singin’ in the 
Rain, West Side Story, Sweet Charity and  Cabaret. You will then apply 
inspiration from professional work to your own performances and 
choreography. A Level Dance is a unique opportunity to expand your 
dance knowledge and creative accomplishments. 

Highlights Dance is a specialist course which will raise your standard of dance 
appreciation, you will apply your theoretical learning to practical 
performance and choreography pieces selected by yourself. A fantastic 
opportunity to choose themes, styles and repertoire which showcases 
and develops existing personal dance strengths. 

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

• Creativity and passion
• Resilience and determination
• Critical thinking 
• Ability to meet deadlines and work under pressure
• Work both independently and within a group

How to gain a 
top grade on 
this course

A* students will produce professional standard performances, creatively 
synthesised choreography and insightful personal interpretations within 
critical engagement study.

Potential career 
links

Dance will enable you to demonstrate many skills which will impress 
employers and higher education institutes. Professional pathways include 
dancer, performer, choreographer, personal training, health and well-
being, business, education and teaching. Previous A Level Dance 
students have continued their study at Laine Theatre Arts, Bird College, 
Urdang Academy, Wilkes Academy and London Contemporary Dance 
School. 
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