
Course Title: AQA Biology A level

Entry requirements:

Minimum Grade 6 in biology/6-6 in combined 
science with a grade 5 in mathematics and a 
grade 5 in English.

Assessment:
3 written exams held at the end of the two-
year course. 
There is also an additional practical 
endorsement, which is a pass/fail grade 
assessed by teachers during the 12 required 
practical activities carried out over the two-
year curriculum.

Brief outline of 
the course

You will study 8 different units throughout the two years, giving you a broad 
understanding of biological sciences. Topics include: biological 
molecules, cells and the immune system, exchange surfaces and mass 
transport, DNA and biodiversity, photosynthesis and respiration, how 
organisms respond to their environments, genetics, and the control of 
gene expression.

Highlights This course explores the diversity of life and the processes that sustain it, 
from molecular biology to ecosystem dynamics. You'll also develop skills 
in experimental design and critical analysis of scientific research.

Essential 
qualities/skills 
needed for the 
course

• A passion for science and curiosity about living things
• Ability to work independently and to manage time effectively
• Problem solving and critical thinking skills
• Strong grasp of mathematics and the English language 

How to gain a 
top grade on 
this course

Successful students take responsibility for their learning by working 
independently and regularly reviewing material throughout the whole 
course. They also deepen their understanding through wider reading 
beyond the core content

Potential career 
links

On completion of this course you could….

• Go straight into employment in many related areas, for example     
pharmacy, biotechnology or land management

• Go on to study a biology or biology-related degree
• Enter fields such as medicine, veterinary science, biomedical 

engineering, dentistry, or forensics
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