
   

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
I hope you enjoyed the half-term break. The weather was unusually warm and sunny for the late May bank 
holiday, and we were fortunate that it stayed warm all week.   
 
The record-breaking heat, however, had some severe downsides. Like many of you, I’m sure, I was shocked 
and saddened to hear of the deaths of so many young people from drowning during that week. Although the 
air was hot, the temperature of the open water in our rivers and lakes was still very cold.   
 
Last year, with the help of Lucas, one of our sixth form leaders, I led assemblies for all year groups on the 
topic of water safety. Lucas is a lifeguard at Birtley Community Pool. He was able to tell our students about 
his part in saving the lives of a young father and his children, who had got into trouble in the water.  
 
I explained the science of cold water shock – where even strong swimmers and fit young people are unable 
to cope with the effect of sudden immersion in cold water – and I outlined some strategies that young 
people can adopt if they find themselves getting into trouble in water. The Royal Life Saving Society has 
some excellent information for young people and their families: see for instance Water Safety for Teenagers 
| Royal Life Saving Society UK ( RLSS UK ) Please take some time to investigate these materials and discuss 
water safety with your child.  
 
Can your child swim? According to information from Sport England, around a quarter of 
children nationally swam last week. Unfortunately, however, swimming is a real marker of inequality. Sport 
England (2022) reported that, while 86% of children from better-off families could swim by the time they 
left primary school, this figure was only 42% for children from socially disadvantaged backgrounds.   
 
I am delighted to be able to tell you that, during the summer holidays, Birtley Community Pool has decided 
to offer pool sessions at the junior swim price of £3.30 per session – which is normally for children between 
4 and 15 years old – to include young  people who are aged between 16 and 19. This offer covers all public 
swimming times except for the inflatable fun sessions. Matthew Grant, from Birtley Community 
Pool, said to me that, “We hope this will encourage more young people from this age group to swim in a 
safe indoor pool environment rather than in open water. This could also be an opportunity for them to 
improve their confidence and skills in the water.” Thanks to everyone at Birtley Community Pool for making 
this offer. It could save your child’s life.  
 
With all best wishes,  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dr Andrew Fowler 
Principal  
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A Parents’ Guide to 
University 
Is your child considering university? Do you 
want to support them but you don’t know 
where to begin? UniTasterDays.com have 
compiled a comprehensive guide to support 
parents' in supporting their children. 
 
The guide contains information about 
everything from open days to student finance. 
There are a lot of open days at Universities 
across the country this summer, and this 
guide is a great place for you to start. 
 
The guide is attached to this announcement 
and can also be found on the parent section 
of our website, within the parent bulletin area, 
and can be accessed via the link below: 
 
A Parents' Guide to University 
 
Mrs B Goodacre 
Acting Deputy Head of Sixth Form 
 

Maths Success 
A number of our students participated in the 
OSMC (Online Simulated Maths Challenge) last 
half term. This is a worldwide competition.  
 
The students did amazingly well, with particular 
success and congratulations to Miranda 
Edworthy who achieved OSMC Elitist status. 
This means that Miranda scored in the top 15% 
of this worldwide competition.  
 
Well done, Miranda, this is a fabulous 
achievement! 
 
Mrs D Jackson 
Subject Leader - Mathematics 

Parent Partnership 
Parent partnership is important to us as a school, and 
as such, I am delighted to advise you that our Parent 
Partnership Forum will be starting soon. 
 
This forum plays an important role in building a strong 
partnership between home and school. We firmly 
believe that working together helps us create a strong 
foundation that supports and prepares your child for 
success. 
 
In previous partnership meetings, we have reviewed 
parents’ evenings, the use of praise through 
ClassCharts, how homework is set and accessed, and 
how we communicate effectively with parents. 
 
Our initial Parent Partnership meetings will take place 
on Tuesday 16 and Wednesday 17 June. Both meetings 
will be online via MS Teams and will start at 4:15pm on 
both evenings. The focus for both of these meetings will 
be to gather your thoughts on the parents’ evenings that 
take place throughout the academic year. We will also 
provide an update on Character Education and discuss 
how an effective partnership between home and school 
can support the development of your child’s character. 
 
If you would like to be part of the working group or 
attend the meetings, please use the link provided below 
to register your interest, or copy the URL into your 
internet browser. We warmly welcome all parents and 
carers to get involved, as your thoughts and 
experiences are highly valued. Your feedback helps us 
to continually improve the quality of education we 
provide. 
 
Parental Partnership Sign-up – Fill in form 
 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.as
px?id=-
oP0GRA_l0eccizjeE1wu05_pHXeZbBCp62AFzKRHoBU
QjdRQzdBQTJHQk5FNE5ERDlEWkdYS1daWS4u&route
=shorturl 
 
We hope that many of you will join us one one of the 
meeting days. 
 
Mr D Cave 
Assistant Principal 
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Performing Arts Updates 
Performing Arts London West End Theatre Educational Visit –  July 2026 
On Wednesday 10 June, Miss Brown and Mrs Wilson will be hosting a parent and student information evening for 
all students who are attending the London West End Theatre visit in July. The meeting will begin at  5.30pm and is 
expected to end at 6pm.  Mrs Wilson will meet all parents at the main reception door and direct you to the meeting 
venue. Please ensure you arrive for a prompt 5.30pm start.  
 
Thank you for your continued support toward this educational visit and  we look forward to meeting with you all on 
10 June.  
 
This is Rambert: Theatre Royal Educational Visit – Tuesday 16 June  
On Tuesday 16 June, 30 of our Dance students will be attending the Theatre Royal, Newcastle, to watch Rambert 
Dance Company perform their centenary celebration production: This is Rambert. This is a highly exciting 
opportunity for students, particularly our A Level Dance students who study Rambert as part of their A Level 
studies. Students must meet at the academy reception at 6.15pm on Tuesday 16 June to ensure prompt departure 
from the academy to the Theatre Royal.  
 
Year 7 and 8 Dance Club: Monday lunchtime – 12.45pm in the Dance Studio (PA13)  
A new Dance Club has launched and will run every Monday lunchtime until the end of the academic year.  
This opportunity will be led by our current Year 9 Dance Leaders as part of their Dance Leader qualification.  
All Lord Lawson dancers are welcome and this is a great opportunity for those students who would love to 
participate in dance within school but are unable to commit to our provision of after school extra-curricular 
activities. Activity passes are available from Miss Brown.  
 
For more information about any of the above Performing Arts events please email me directly at 
sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to support you.  
 
Miss Brown  
Subject Leader Performing Arts 

United Against Knife Crime 
This week it was confirmed that the Football Foundation has provided a grant of £868,000 to fund a 3G 
pitch, which will be built in Gateshead, in memory of Tomasz Oleszak, who sadly was a victim of knife 
crime and passed away in 2022. 
 
Although Tomasz didn’t attend Lord Lawson, many members of our school community were close to him. 
We are proud to have raised almost £3,000 in recent years through the delivery of charity football matches 
organised by his friends in his memory.  
 
Tomasz will always be remembered by the school community of Lord Lawson. 
 
For further information about the grant and how the pitch will be used for a variety of purposes please visit 
the following link: Tomasz Oleszak 
 
Mr L Cumiskey 
Year Leader – Year 10 

https://www.itv.com/news/tyne-tees/2026-06-03/football-pitch-to-be-built-in-honour-of-teenage-player-stabbed-to-death?fbclid=IwZnRzaASNGv1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEeWuyU_3icwnFnfr2JvLeJERdp2LeSi6gCHFJcFDo2XBdFw3-M8L-pBKPibAU_aem_YWdncwA1ZGUzGl3KP8CRuDkeyrcH&brid=YWdncwGq-oPe3k3ddxjqdHZVj80q


 

In The Loop 
The next In The Loop meeting will take place at 
lunchtime on Wednesday 10 June in MA21.  
 
In The Loop is a club for any student with hearing 
loss, whether they use a hearing aid or not, to 
enable the students to get to know each other, to 
support each other, and to work together to raise 
awareness of how our school and the wider 
community can  be more ‘deaf aware’. 
 
We meet once a half term  in MA21.  The group is 
open to any student with a hearing loss.  If you 
feel that your son or daughter would benefit from 
the support offered by In The Loop, and that I 
may not already be aware of them, please email 
me at jkemp@lordlason.academy, or ask your 
son or daughter to speak with me directly. 
 
Mrs J Kemp 
HI Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Acts of Kindness 
Acts of Kindness are being recognised and 
rewarded each week at Lord Lawson. Staff and 
students are nominating individuals who have 
acted kindly towards them or others. Certificates 
will be awarded each week in assembly and all 
recipients will receive a reward.  
 
Please reach out either to Ms Houghton, Anti- 
Bullying Lead, Year Teams or Tutors with your 
nominations.  
 
This could be for anything you consider an act of 
kindness including: someone going above and 
beyond to be helpful, cheering someone up, 
being a particularly good friend or volunteering 
for a school event.  
 
If you choose to be anything….choose to be kind. 
 
Ms H Houghton 
Anti-Bullying Lead 
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Pride Week 
Next week as a school we will be celebrating Pride Month with our very own Pride Week. 
 
As part of the activities, students will be able to collect a Pride sticker from their tutor to wear, to show support 
for Pride and for equality and diversity for all. They will have an assembly which was created with the help of our 
Pride Group, and a Theme of the Week centred around Pride, as well as cross-curricular links in lesson time. We 
look forward to celebrating Pride as an academy.  
 
Miss C Bramley 
Subject Leader – Personal Development 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Open Water Safety Campaign 
The Open Water Safety campaign, organised by Tom Dean Swim School, is specifically targeted at 
secondary school students.  
 
They have created a safety awareness video – which is quite hard-hitting – and is a timely reminder 
considering the number of incidents in recent weeks where children have drowned in open water in 
the UK. If you would like to view the video, you can do so by copying and pasting the link at the end 
of this message into your internet browser. 
 
To support the water safety campaign, our friends at Birtley Community Pool are offering their junior 
swim price of £3.30 per session, which is normally for children aged between 4 and 15 years old, to 
young  people who are aged between 16 and 19 during the summer holidays. This offer covers all 
public swimming times, with the exception of any of the inflatable fun sessions. It is their hope that 
this offer will encourage more young people from this age group to swim in a safe indoor pool 
environment, rather than taking unnecessary risks by swimming in on open water.  This could also 
be an opportunity for them to improve their water skills and confidence. 
 
https://drive.usercontent.google.com/download?id=14MIBuc4XEnc42ULDew_AeCnaIftaHtWl&export=
download&authuser=0 
 
Mrs S J Wakefield 
Office Manager 
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LORD LAWSON OF BEAMISH ACADEMY 

Academic Year 2026 - 2027 Calendar 

 
 

 

Autumn Term Begins 

Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Wednesday 2 September 2026 Academy opens for staff and ALL students 

Friday 23 October 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Autumn Half 
Term 

Saturday 24 October 2026 to Sunday 1 November 2026 inclusive 

Autumn Term Ends 
Monday 2 November 2026 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Friday 18 December 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Christmas 
Holidays 

Saturday 19 December 2026 to Sunday 3 January 2027 inclusive 

  Monday 4 January 2027 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Spring Term Begins Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

  Friday 12 February 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Spring Half Term Saturday 13 February 2027 to Sunday 21 February 2027 inclusive 

Spring Term Ends 
Monday 22 February 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Thursday 25 March 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Easter Holidays Saturday 27 March 2027 to Sunday 11 April 2027 inclusive 
Summer Term Begins Monday 12 April 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2027 Academy closed for staff and students 

  Friday 28 May 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Half 
Term 

Saturday 29 May 2027 to Sunday 6 June 2027 inclusive 

Summer Term Ends 
Monday 7 June 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Friday 16 July 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Holidays 
  

* Good Friday 26 March 2027 
** Return to school date Monday 6 September 

2027 tbc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 Summer Exam Series: Revision and Exam Schedule – w/c Monday 8 June 2026 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 



 

Calendar Dates and Upcoming Events for 
the Summer Term 

Date      Event 
 
Friday 1 May  to  GCSE and A Level external exams 
Wednesday 24 June  
 
Thursday 25 June New Intake Parents Evening for students joining us in year 7 in  
 September 2026 
 
Saturday 27 June  Year 13 Prom – As You Like It, Jesmond  
 
Tuesday 30 June to  Transition days for students joining us in year 7 in September 
Wednesday 1 July 
 
Wednesday 1 to Year 9 – Lockerbie Educational Visit 
Friday 3 July 
 
Monday 6 to Friday 10 Year 12 Work Experience 
July 
 
Monday 6 July Staff professional development day – academy open to staff only 
  
Monday 6 July  Year 7 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm (Please note this is a training 
  Day for staff and students will NOT be in school during the day. They 

 must attend the evening in full uniform)  
 
Tuesday 7  July  Year 8 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Wednesday 8 July  Year 9 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Thursday 9 July  Year 10 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Friday 10 July  Year 11 Prom - Ramside Hall, Durham 
 
Monday 13 July  Year 12 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Tuesday 14 to Wednesday  London Theatre Educational Visit 
15 July 
 
Wednesday 15 July  Sports Day – Whole school 
 
Friday 17 July  Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 
  3.20pm for summer holidays 
 
Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff professional development day – academy open to staff only 
 
Wednesday 2 September 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


