
   

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As summer term progresses, we are now in the thick of hall-based exams. Our year 11 Drama students are 
currently hard at work in an exam as I type. I am hopeful that as many year 11 students as possible stay 
behind tonight with the English department to prepare for their Literature exam on Monday. Further, our 
colleagues in primary schools begin year 6 SATs on Monday. Our best wishes to them and all our 
prospective year 7 students, we hope you smash your SATs and look forward to seeing your results when 
they come to us. 
 
Speaking of which, we received the Maths Challenge results from the event last week. The mathematics 
department have been impressed by the successes of our students; it has been our most successful year 
yet. Special congratulation go to Kane Simpson and Caleb Dunlavey in year 8; both students scored highly 
enough to progress through to the Junior Kangaroo, an invitation only challenge, we wish them the best of 
luck with this. Please congratulate all children for their efforts and do celebrate the successes of those you 
know who have qualified for gold, silver or bronze certificates, this is an excellent achievement. 
 
Continuing on a positive theme, though it might not seem it initially, I am delivering assemblies next week 
on the theme of Consequences of our actions, which did conjure up a rather negative message. After some 
thought however, I intend to flip the narrative and focus on the consequences of our good actions. I will be 
imagining the consequences if we were all a little kinder to each other. I will also look at the consequences 
of working harder in lessons at all times. These themes will also serve to trial our upcoming focus on 
character development. As a school, in the next academic year, we will focus on developing the character 
traits of kindness, hard-work and two others, with the aim of further progress towards our mission to 
provide education that transforms lives. 
 
As an end note then, in these sometimes strained and challenging times, I urge you all to remember to be 
kind. We never know what is going on in the lives of others. Sometimes, a little kindness can be 
transformative to the receiver. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mr Joe Dicocco 
Deputy Principal  
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Mental Health Awareness Week 
Next week is National Mental Health Awareness week. RISE is an organisation that works in schools and colleges 
across Newcastle and Gateshead to support children and young people (aged 5-18) with their emotional wellbeing 
and mental health. They work with parents, teachers and education professionals to help young people feel more 
in control and more resilient in managing their wellbeing and mental health.   
 
For Mental Health Awareness Week, RISE are hosting a free webinar designed to help adults feel more confident 
talking about mental health with children and young people. On Wednesday 13 May, they are hosting an online 
session for parents and carers, focusing on understanding mental health difficulties and how to start supportive 
conversations at home. The  webinar offers clear, accessible tools you can use straight away to support your 
child’s wellbeing. 
 
Exact event details and joining instructions are included below. 
 
Mr I Cooper     
Deputy Principal 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Allergies Notification Reminder 
To ensure we support the medical and dietary needs of students, we must hold up-to-date information about your 
children. As part of the induction of any child to our school, parents/carers are required to complete a medical 
information form, detailing any medical or dietary requirements. This information is then added to our management 
system and our health unit are advised of any student with a specific dietary, medical, or allergy need. However, we 
rely on you, as parents and carers, to advise us of any changes.  
 
Allergies, of any sort, can develop overtime. For any changes to your child’s medical information (including allergies 
and dietary requirements) please ensure you email us at lordlawson@lordlawson.academy as soon as any change 
or new need is identified.   
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Ms L Doran 
Business Manager 
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Supporting Year 11 with Exam Stress 
As we move closer to the GCSE exam period, many young people begin to feel increased pressure or anxiety. 
This is completely normal, but we want to ensure all students feel supported both in school and at home. 
 
This week, tutors will be sharing resources with Year 11 to help them manage exam stress, including a “5 Tips for 
Managing Anxiety” poster, which will also be displayed in tutor rooms. Students will have access to digital links 
through their school email, and we’d like to share these with parents and carers as well. 
 
Below are a range of trusted websites offering guidance, strategies, and support for exam-related stress and 
wellbeing: 
 
Useful Support Resources 

• Mind – Exam Stress Advice 
Practical tips for managing stress and understanding how it affects young people. 
 
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/exam-stress/ 
 

• YoungMinds – Coping With Exam Stress 
Clear advice and coping strategies designed specifically for young people. 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/exam-stress/ 

• Barnardo’s – Anxiety, Stress and Worry Support 
Guidance to help young people manage pressure and stay mentally healthy. 
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/support-for-young-people/mental-health/anxiety-stress-
worry/exam-stress 

• NHS – Help Your Child Beat Exam Stress 
Support and advice for parents to help their child during exam season. 
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-
exam-stress/ 

• KOOTH – Digital Exam Tips Brochure 
A helpful downloadable guide with exam-time wellbeing advice. 
https://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/KOOTH_Exam_Tips_Digital_Brochure.pdf 

 
How You Can Support at Home 
Encouraging healthy routines, regular breaks, and open conversations about how your child is feeling can make 
a significant difference during this period. 
 
Further advice and tips can be found in flyers later in this bulletin. 
 
If you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing, please contact the year team or their tutor. 
 
Mr Cave    Mrs Clarke 
Acting Year 11 Leader                 Deputy Year Leader 
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LORD LAWSON OF BEAMISH ACADEMY 
Academic Year 2026 - 2027 Calendar 

 
 

 

Autumn Term Begins 

Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Wednesday 2 September 2026 Academy opens for staff and ALL students 

Friday 23 October 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Autumn Half 
Term 

Saturday 24 October 2026 to Sunday 1 November 2026 inclusive 

Autumn Term Ends 
Monday 2 November 2026 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Friday 18 December 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Christmas 
Holidays 

Saturday 19 December 2026 to Sunday 3 January 2027 inclusive 

  Monday 4 January 2027 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Spring Term Begins Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

  Friday 12 February 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Spring Half Term Saturday 13 February 2027 to Sunday 21 February 2027 inclusive 

Spring Term Ends 
Monday 22 February 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Thursday 25 March 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Easter Holidays Saturday 27 March 2027 to Sunday 11 April 2027 inclusive 
Summer Term Begins Monday 12 April 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2027 Academy closed for staff and students 

  Friday 28 May 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Half 
Term 

Saturday 29 May 2027 to Sunday 6 June 2027 inclusive 

Summer Term Ends 
Monday 7 June 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Friday 16 July 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Holidays 
  

* Good Friday 26 March 2027 
** Return to school date Monday 6 September 

2027 tbc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 Summer Exam Series: Revision and Exam Schedule – w/c Monday 11 May 2026 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 Calendar Dates and Upcoming Events for 
the Summer Term 

Date      Event 
Thursday 30 April Year 12 UCAS launch event for year 12 students, parents and carers. 

5pm  – 6.45pm (in-person event) 
 
Monday 4 April Bank Holiday Monday – School closed to staff and students 
 
Friday 1 May  to  GCSE and A Level external exams 
Wednesday 24 June  
 
Friday 22 May Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm for May half term holiday week 
 
Monday 1 June Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
Thursday 25 June New Intake Parents Evening for students joining us in year 7 in  
 September 2026 
 
Saturday 27 June  Year 13 Prom – Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle  
 
Tuesday 30 June to  Transition days for students joining us in year 7 in September 
Wednesday 1 July 
 
Wednesday 1 to Year 9 – Lockerbie Educational Visit 
Friday 3 July 
 
Monday 6 to Friday 10 Year 12 Work Experience 
July 
 
Monday 6 July Staff professional development day – academy open to staff only 
  
Monday 6 July  Year 7 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Tuesday 7  July  Year 8 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Wednesday 8 July  Year 9 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Thursday 9 July  Year 10 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Friday 10 July  Year 11 Prom - Ramside Hall, Durham 
 
Monday 13 July  Year 12 Awards Evening – 5.30 to 6.30pm 
 
Tuesday 14 to Wednesday  London Theatre Educational Visit 
15 July 
 
Wednesday 15 July  Sports Day – Whole school 
 
Friday 17 July  Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 
  3.20pm for summer holidays 
 
Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff professional development day – academy open to staff only 
 
Wednesday 2 September 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
  
 
 


