
   

Dear Parents and Carers  
  
Outcome of the consultation to adjust school days and terms  
 
I am writing to let you know the outcome of our recent consultation on the proposal to adjust our school day and 
term dates.  
 
The intention of the proposal was to improve both the quality of learning and well-being, for students and staff at 
Lord Lawson. Thank you for your support and encouragement, and for engaging so fully with this consultation 
process.  
 
This was a very broad consultation, including parents and carers, teaching and support staff, local primary and 
secondary schools, trades unions and the local authority. We sent out electronic surveys, and we engaged with 
parents, carers and others face-to-face.   
 
Levels of engagement with our consultation were exceptionally high. This is a very positive sign, showing that the 
widest range of people want to work with us to improve the quality of education we provide. In all, we received 
625 individual responses to our consultation. All the responses we received were carefully read and considered.   
There was strong support for a longer break in October, though no consensus on how best to achieve this. There 
was little support for a longer summer break.  
 
Overall, there is not widespread support for the proposal across the different groups with whom we 
consulted. We will therefore not be making any changes to the school day times or term dates from 
September 2026. 
 
The consultation has provided school leaders and governors with very substantial amounts of evidence, and a 
wide range of views on different aspects of school life, including workload and well-being. We will take time to 
further consider all these views. We will continue to look for ways to improve the school experience for 
students, staff and families. However, these will not involve any changes to school day times or term dates from 
September 2026.  
 
Now that the consultation has concluded, we will publish term dates for 2026-27 as soon as possible.  
 
Thank you again for being part of this excellent consultation. This is another strong example of how we work 
together as a whole school community for the good of our students.  
 
With all good wishes,  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dr Andrew Fowler  
Principal  
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Help Your Child Stay Safe Online 
The UK government has launched the Kids Online Safety campaign to help parents and carers support 
children as they navigate the digital world safely and confidently. The campaign brings together practical and 
trusted guidance on starting meaningful conversations about online life, understanding the types of content 
children may come across and developing critical thinking skills so young people can question what they see 
and make safer choices.  
 
The campaign also provides advice on using tools such as parental controls, recognising potential risks and 
knowing where to seek help or to report concerns. The aim is to make online safety an ongoing, open 
conversation within families rather than a one-off discussion, helping children feel supported as they explore 
apps, games and social media. 
  
Further information and resources can be found by accessing the link below, or by copying and pasting 
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/ into your internet browser. 
  
  
Help your child stay safe online - Kids Online Safety 
 
Mr I Cooper 
Deputy Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/


 

Face Family Advice 
Face Family Advice (FFA) is a service that was set up to help parents like you.  With the stresses and 
strains of modern life, our children and young adults have never been under more pressure.  FFA aim to 
offer advice, tips and support to parents who want to get the best out of their family relationships and need 
new tools to do that. 
 
Face are offering a FREE online talk for parents and carers, on Thursday 23 April 2026, the focus of which 
is Decreasing Depression in children and young adults. If you are interested in joining the session, please 
refer to the details below to register, or to contact Face for further details about what they can offer you. 
  
 
Mrs H Potter 
Assistant Principal - SENDCO 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 11 GCSE Drama 
Congratulations to our year 11 GCSE Drama 
class who completed their Component Three 
practical exam on Thursday 5 March. 
 
Students were excellent ambassadors for our 
Academy and our examiner complimented 
their behaviour. 
 
The hard work doesn't stop there! We will be 
continuing with coursework in the upcoming 
weeks and working towards our theory paper, 
as well as enjoying an exciting visit to 
Sunderland Empire to watch Blood Brothers. 
 
Well done Year 11, you were amazing!! 
 
Mrs J Wilson 
Teacher of Drama 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Year 10: Boys Football Team 
Update 

With only 3 league games left of the season and a cup final 
to look forward to, the Lord Lawson Year 10 Boys team 
invite you to show your support in the 2 upcoming league 
games this month. Dates and times can be found in the 
flyer above. Support on the sidelines would be very much 
appreciated. 
 
The cup final will take place on Thursday 2 April, the last 
day of this term, at Dunston UTS Stadium with, a 4:30pm 
kick off.  
 
Good luck to the whole team, we know you will give your 
absolute best, as always. 
 
 
 
 
Good luck lads! 
 
Mr Cumiskey 
Mrs S Wakefield 
Office Manager 
 
 
 

 

Year 10 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening: Thursday 12 March 2026 
The year 10 parents’ and carers’ evening takes place in school on Thursday 12 March 2026; this is an in-school, 
in-person event.  Appointments for the evening can be booked via SchoolCloud. 
 
If you have not yet booked your appointment slots, please do so before the system closes for bookings at 12 
noon, on Thursday 12 March. To login to SchoolCloud you will need: 
Your name; Email address; Student’s First Name; Student’s Surname; Student’s Date of Birth 
 
If you experience any issues, please contact Mrs Coult at lordlawson@lordlawson.academy and she will be 
happy to help. 
 
Mrs S Wakefield 
Office Manager 
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Northumbria Police: Prevention Through Education 
The Northumbria Police cadet opportunity is a rewarding three-year programme, during which you’ll work 
alongside serving police officers, see behind-the-scenes of our stations and get involved with your local 
community. Each week of the cadet programme you’ll be trained in a new subject, from learning the basics of the 
law to understanding arrest and custody processes.  
 
Applicants must be 13/14yrs old on 1 September 2026 (going into year 9 or 10) and live within the Northumbria 
Police area. Further information can be found later in this bulletin and  information on how to apply can be 
accessed using the following link: Police Cadets - Northumbria Police or by copying and pasting 
https://careers.northumbria.police.uk/volunteering/police-cadets/ into your internet browser. 
  
The closing date for applications is 3rd May 2026 
 
Miss J Leigh 
Careers Coordinator 
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We are a Nut Free School: Reminder for Parents and Carers 
Children who suffer from nut allergies can develop a severe, potentially life-threatening allergic reaction.  If 
someone has a nut allergy it is not just eating nuts that can cause a severe reaction, just being touched on the skin 
or smelling the breath of someone who has had nuts or a product containing nuts can trigger anaphylactic shock 
(which can cause breathing and swallowing difficulties). First aid staff in the school are trained to use the Epi-pens 
(an injection of adrenalin) which is required immediately if this happens.   
 
For this reason, we cannot have nuts in school, in any form, and ask for your support by ensuring your child does 
not bring any form of food in their lunch boxes, or as a snack, that may contain nut products. For example: 
 

• Peanut butter products 
• Chocolate spreads 
• Cereal bars 
• Some granola bars 
• Cakes that contain nuts 
• Biscuits / Cookies that contain nuts 
• Some Asian food, including satay 
• Sauces that contain nuts 

 
This list is not exhaustive, so please check the packaging of products closely.  We know you will recognise the 
importance of our request, and that you will support our whole school community by ensuring we are a ‘nut free 
school,’ reassuring any of our students who may be vulnerable to this life-threatening condition. 
 
Thank you as always for your continued support. 
 
 
Ms L Doran 
Business Manager 

 
 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



  



 

  
 Calendar Dates and Upcoming 

Events for the Spring Term 
Date      Event 
 
Thursday 12 March 2026 Year 10 Parents Evening 3.45 – 6.45pm (in-person event) 
 
Thursday 26 March 2026 Year 5 Open Evening 4.30 – 6.30pm 
 
Thursday 2 April 2026 Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Tuesday 14 April 2026 Naples Trip 
 
Monday 20 April 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
 
 


