
   

Issue 20: w/c Monday 9 February  2026 – Week 1 

Dear Parents and Carers  
  
I wonder if you, like me, are glad to see the back of January? As a month, it starts so well, with the excitement and 
promise of New Year, new possibilities, new resolutions and intentions. But then we come face-to-face 
with the reality of dark mornings and dark nights, the cold – and, this year, the rain! I hear that, in parts of the south 
west, it has rained every day this year. It's not been much better here, but at least our reservoirs and aquifers 
should be full for the summer.   
 
The change of the month appears to offer the new promise of lighter mornings and possibly warmer days. So far, 
February has continued with the wet theme, but I see welcome signs of life in our hedgerows and gardens – 
catkins on hazel trees, the first spring flowers, buds on roses and other shrubs. The idea that Spring might be just 
around the corner lifts our mood.   
 
We have much to look forward to in school. In the Sixth Form, Mrs Laidlaw, Mrs Goodacre and Mr McGovern have 
begun their mentoring programme, working intensively to support students who need that extra push and some 
specific short-term strategies to make the most of their potential. Our Year 9 students have enjoyed three days of 
taster sessions this week, helping them to think about the subjects they want to study at key stage 4. Responses 
from students have been excellent. There has been a lot of enthusiasm; and even a negative response (we 
overheard a student say, “Well, I’m definitely not doing that subject!”) is useful in helping to inform choices.  
 
In our Performers group, auditions are continuing for lead roles in our next academy production, Billy Elliott the 
Musical, which will be performed next October. There are some great roles for male and female characters, and 
we have been stunned by the quality of auditions so far.  
 
In this bulletin, you will also see the announcement of the date and venue of the 2027 Prom celebration, for 
students currently in Year 10 – it may seem a long way off, but that is definitely something to look forward to!  
 
With all good wishes, 
  
Yours faithfully, 
 
Dr Andrew Fowler  
Principal  
 



 

 
Durham University: Free 
Maths Circles 
In September 2026, students in years 7 to 10 are 
invited to register for the free maths circles 
programme: We Solve Problems, an opportunity 
that is being offered to them by Durham University. 
 
"We Solve Problems" is a registered charity and 
they are inviting students to join the in-person 
weekly Maths Circle at Durham University. 
 
Maths Circles are free, maths-loving, training 
sessions that promote the art of problem-solving 
and structured thinking. All students in school years 
7-10 who love to solve a puzzle  are sure to enjoy 
the sessions, regardless of their proficiency in 
maths. The programme is also being run around the 
rest of the UK, from KCL and UCL in London, to the 
Universities of Oxford, Bath, Warwick and Cardiff, 
among others. 
 
Not only does the activity help students to develop 
their skills, but it also gives them the opportunity to 
visit and study at the university premises. Maths 
Circles are run by Maths students of Durham 
University, supported by professional 
mathematicians. 
 
To register for participation in Maths Circles, please 
complete the pre- registration form accessed via 
the following link: Maths Circles Pre-registration 
form. 
 
To find out more information about Maths Circles, 
please visit We Solve Problems Maths Circles. 
 
Please note that the school is not involved in any of 
the organisation or delivering of this programme. 
 
Mrs D Jackson 
Subject Leader - Mathematics 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mindfulness and Wellbeing 
Club 
This week in our Mindfulness and Wellbeing Club, 
students made flowers using pipe cleaners, an 
activity that many parents and carers may 
remember from their time in school across the 
years.  Some students took their flowers home and 
we hope you enjoyed their colourfulness, while 
other students left theirs to make a colourful 
bouquet for the library! 
 
Next week the students will make a “Jar of Smiles” 
(or a Happy Jar). Students have been asked to bring 
in one (clean) jar that they can decorate. We do 
have some jars but not enough for everyone!  
 
Mrs J Kemp 
Cover Supervisor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class of 2027: Prom 
We are excited to announce the date and venue of 
the Class of 2027 (current year 10) Prom!  
 

 
 
Further details will be shared nearer the time.  For 
now, please save the date.  
 
The Year 10 Team 

https://wesolveproblems.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2ffb21bcc714c65a7f5b17b0&id=c0066afb58&e=830a996a8f
https://wesolveproblems.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2ffb21bcc714c65a7f5b17b0&id=c0066afb58&e=830a996a8f
https://wesolveproblems.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2ffb21bcc714c65a7f5b17b0&id=0c48a16846&e=830a996a8f


 

 

Billy Elliot the Musical:  
Congratulations to all of our auditionees for the Billy Elliot 
female lead roles. The Performing Arts department have 
been so impressed with your performances over the past 
two weeks; you have left us with some very difficult 
decisions to make for our final casting of the roles of Mrs 
Wilkinson, Grandma and Mum.  
 
Over the next two weeks, Wednesday 11 February and 
Wednesday 18 February, we will hold the auditions for the 
lead male roles of Billy, Michael, Jackie and Tony. Students 
who have signed up to audition are expected to attend both 
sessions  from 3.20pm to 5pm.  
 
Performers sessions will resume as normal for all existing 
members after half term on Wednesday 4 March at the 
usual time of 3.20pm to 5pm.  
 
If you have any questions about Billy Elliot The Musical or 
Performing Arts at Lord Lawson, please contact me at 
sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to help. 
  
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 11 GCSE Dance NEA 
Dates and Details:  
There are two remaining GCSE Dance NEAs: 
 

1. Duet/Trio Performance: Week 1 – 
Wednesday 11 (Group 1) and 
Thursday 12 February (Group 2) 
 

2. Choreography: Week 1 Wednesday 
18 (Group 1) and Thursday 19 March 
(Group 2)  

 
The 15 GCSE Dance students are aware of 
their groups for each exam. Each student will 
attend only one of the exam days listed 
above. 
 
Please note these are current working groups 
and may potentially be updated nearer the 
time.  
 
The Year 9 dance leaders who have 
volunteered to dance in Choreography 
assessments will be off timetable on 
Thursday 19 March only.  
 
Students will attend tutor period and then be 
off timetable to record their exams for the 
whole day. Once a student has recorded their 
exam, they may return to timetabled lessons.  
 
Students must arrive to school in full 
academy uniform, with their hair fully tied 
back. They will then be required to change 
into bright coloured clothing for the exam 
recordings, as they did previously with the 
solo exam recording. 
 
If you have any queries about the GCSE 
Dance NEA days please let me know by 
contacting me directly via email at 
sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be 
happy to support.  
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
 

 
 

 
  

mailto:sbrown@lordlawson.academy
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Personal Development (PD) at Lord Lawson 
Please find below the Personal Development curriculum that students continue to study this year. I encourage you to take a look through the topics and 
discuss them with your children at home. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about any of the topics listed below, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at cbramley@lordlawson.academy. I will continue to include reminders of the curriculum, and other personal development related events, in the parent 
bulletin throughout the year to keep you informed.  
 
Miss C Bramley 
Personal Development Coordinator 
 

 
 

 



 



 



  



 

  
 Calendar Dates and Upcoming 

Events for the Autumn Term 
Date      Event 
 
Thursday 12 February 2026 Year 9 Parents and Options Evening 3.45 – 6.45pm (In-person event) 
 
Friday 20 February 2026 Ski Trip 
 
Friday 20 February 2026 Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Monday 2 March 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
Thursday 5 March 2026 Year 12 Parents Evening 3.45 – 6.45pm (details to follow) 
 
Thursday 12 March 2026 Year 10 Parents Evening 3.45 – 6.45pm (details to follow 
 
Thursday 26 March 2026 Year 5 Open Evening 4.30 – 6.30pm 
 
Thursday 2 April 2026 Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Tuesday 14 April 2026 Naples Trip 
 
Monday 20 April 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
 
 


