
   

Issue 19: w/c Monday 2 February  2026 – Week 2 

Dear Parents and Carers  
  
Thank you to parents and carers of students in Year 13 for attending our parents’ and carers’ evening on 
Thursday. It was very good to see such a full turnout. Speaking to several parents and students during the evening 
and afterwards, it was evident that they greatly appreciated the opportunity to meet with teachers and pastoral 
leaders, to discuss progress, and to talk about the most effective ways to approach this last period of learning 
and consolidation before formal examinations begin.  
 
Reflecting on these conversations, I recognised a familiar set of patterns, perhaps linked to students’ different 
personalities. Some students approach their sixth form studies with a good understanding of the amount of work 
and time they will need to devote to each subject. Others seem to need the ‘wake-up call’ of formal 
assessments, spurring them on to organise themselves better and take seriously the challenge of the 
qualifications for which they are preparing.   
 
I urge all our students, and not just those in years 11 and 13, to take advantage of the teaching, guidance and 
feedback they receive from their teachers in every lesson. Our knowledge of cognitive science and research 
confirms that learning is most effective when information is regularly and continually retrieved, reprocessed and 
used. Reading and writing play crucial roles in these processes. Retrieving and using information systematically 
means that our understanding develops and our long-term memories become more effective.  
 
In this newsletter, among other information, you will find a notice about County Lines and criminal 
exploitation. When I was first appointed headteacher in East Kent, our country’s police forces were just starting 
to become familiar with the ways in which organised groups of criminals distributed drugs. These lines of 
distribution run from ports and major cities, through established communication routes, hence the term ‘County 
Lines,’ because the routes were often similar to the old telephone networks, branching out from major population 
centres to smaller towns and villages. As the drugs are transported closer to the end users, a large informal 
network of couriers is recruited. Many of these are children.  
 
More than a decade on, we now have a good understanding of the ways in which organised crime targets and 
exploits vulnerable children to deliver drugs. These methods are cynical and exploitative. Children are drawn 
into criminal networks through apparently innocent connections that are, in fact, cover for 
sophisticated grooming operations. Children who have had no previous involvement in criminal activity can 
be most at risk, because they do not understand or believe the dangers. They can become 
addicted, traumatised, or seriously injured. Lives are wrecked by these operations.   
 



 

 
In Birtley and the surrounding areas, we have evidence that these gangs are operating. We work closely with the 
Police and with other agencies to safeguard our children as well as possible. Please be vigilant around your 
child’s behaviour and take the time to stay interested in their well-being, even where they appear to want more 
independence. Look out for any changes in behaviour or attitude over time, any new ‘friendships,’ any 
unexplained meetings or expensive goods. It can be hard to distinguish some of these signs from those of normal 
adolescence, but you know your children best – trust your instincts. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any 
concerns that you may have. Please also take advantage of the opportunity provided by the Ivison Trust on 
Thursday 19 March to attend a webinar giving more information about the local picture and to gain more 
understanding of where to turn for help and support.   
 
With all good wishes,  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dr Andrew Fowler  
Principal  
  
 



 

 
Ivison Trust: Parent webinars on county lines and criminal 
exploitation 
The Ivison Trust (formerly Pace) is a national charity dedicated to keeping children safe from exploitation by 
supporting parents and carers, disrupting exploiters, and working closely with the police and other family services. 
Their work is rooted in a trauma-informed, family-centred approach. 
  
Throughout March 2026, the Ivison Trust will be delivering a series of live online webinars for parents and carers on 
county lines and criminal exploitation. These sessions are designed to help families understand: 
  

• how exploitation happens 
• how children and young people may be groomed 
• the key warning signs to look out for 
• where to access further advice and support 

  
Each webinar includes information about the local picture, an opportunity to ask questions, and insight from a 
parent with lived experience. The North East session will take place on Thursday 19 March 2026.  For more 
information and to book a place visit: https://ivisiontrust.org.uk/webinars/ 
 
Mr I Cooper 
Deputy Principal – Pastoral Care and Inclusion 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Performing Arts: Year 11 GCSE Dance NEA Dates and Details 
There are two remaining GCSE Dance NEA's: 

1. Duet/Trio Performance: Week 1 – Wednesday 11 (Group 1) and Thursday 12 February (Group 2) 
2. Choreography: Week 1 –  Wednesday 18 (Group 1) and Thursday 19 March (Group 2)  

 
Students are aware of their groups for each exam, and that they  will only attend one of the dates listed above.   
Please note that these are the current working groups and these details may change nearer to the dates.  
 
The Year 9 dance leaders who have volunteered to dance in the choreography assessments will be off timetable 
on Thursday 19 March only.  
 
Students will attend tutor period and then be off timetable to record their exams for the whole day. Once  a 
student has recorded their piece they may return to timetabled lessons.  
 
Students must arrive to school in full academy uniform and their hair fully tied back. They will then be required to 
change into bright coloured clothing for the exam recordings (as they did for the previous solo exam recording).  
 
If you have any queries about this information please email me at sbrown@lordlawson.acdemy. 
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
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Library Updates 
Reading Ambassadors 
Our first meeting of the year has been a great success, and our Reading Ambassadors are already working hard on 
the very first edition of LLOBA Literacy News, which will be shared with parents, staff, and students. 
 
This first edition will include: 

• Tips on how to choose books effectively 
• Ideas for getting the most enjoyment from reading for pleasure 
• Quizzes and book reviews 
• Practical suggestions to help parents (and teachers) support reluctant readers 

 
In addition, our Reading Ambassadors are planning an exciting programme of events to celebrate both 
the National Year of Reading and World Book Day.  
 
Student Librarians 
Our Student Librarians are gaining valuable, hands-on experience in many of the daily tasks involved in running the 
academy library. Their responsibilities include: 

• Helping to choose new book stock 
• Preparing resources for shelving 
• Supporting the circulation and return of books 
• Shelving and organising resources 
• Creating engaging library displays 
• Assisting peers in choosing books and finding resources 

 
This role helps students to develop strong organisational skills, digital literacy, and confident communication. 
 
Our Ambassadors in the Academy 
Both Reading Ambassadors and Student Librarians can be identified by the badges worn proudly on their school 
blazers. These fantastic role models provide an important student voice in promoting a love of reading across the 
academy. 
 
We look forward to bringing you the first edition of our Literacy News. 
 
If your child is interested in becoming involved, please encourage them to visit Miss Dixon in the academy library. 
 
Miss B Dixon  
School Librarian 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
Billy Elliot the Musical:  
Congratulations to all 15 of our Billy Elliot 
female lead role auditionees. They each 
performed with professionalism and style 
during Wednesday's audition process, and 
they should be proud of their progress and 
achievements during a challenging series 
of activities.  
 
The second round of auditions for this 
same group of Performers continues next 
Wednesday, 4 February, 3.20 to 5pm. We 
look forward to seeing more exciting 
performances from you next week, good 
luck! 
 
A reminder that Performers who are not 
auditioning for lead roles will return to 
Performers after half term on Wednesday 
4 March, 3.20 to 5pm.  
 
If you have any queries about the Academy 
Production, Billy Elliot the Musical, or 
Performing Arts at Lord Lawson, please 
contact me via email at 
sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will 
be happy to help.  
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Gateshead Health and Care Youth 
Academy 
The Gateshead Health and Care Youth Academy has received 
the go-ahead to run  from 13  – 16 of April 2026.This is an 
initiative that targets learners aged 13-18, from 
underrepresented groups, who are interested in careers 
within the health and care sector. 
 
There will be volunteers from the local health and care sector 
in Gateshead delivering interactive sessions to provide 
insights into a variety of job roles and career pathways, 
highlighting opportunities beyond traditional roles such as 
general Doctors and Nurses.  
 
The aim of the Academy is to showcase the diverse career 
options available and emphasise non-traditional routes into 
the health and care professions. 
 
Students will engage in activities throughout the week that 
also enhance their soft skills, including communication and 
teamwork. Their lunch and travel costs will also be provided 
by the Youth Academy.  
 
For further information or to book a place, please use the link 
below:  https://medtribe.com/courses/gateshead-health-
care-youth-academy?utm_medium=copy-
link&utm_source=share-modal 
 
Mrs  C Braban 
Careers and Enterprise Adviser 
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 Calendar Dates and Upcoming 

Events for the Autumn Term 
Date      Event 
 
Thursday 12 February 2026 Year 9 Parents and Options Evening 3.45 – 6.45pm (In-person event) 
 
Friday 20 February 2026 Ski Trip 
 
Friday 20 February 2026 Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Monday 2 March 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
Thursday 5 March 2026 Year 12 Parents Evening 3.45 – 6.45pm  
 
Thursday 12 March 2026 Year 10 Parents Evening 3.45 – 6.45pm 
 
Thursday 26 March 2026 Year 5 Open Evening 4.30 – 6.30pm 
 
Thursday 2 April 2026 Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Tuesday 14 April 2026 Naples Trip 
 
Monday 20 April 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 
 
 
 


