
   

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
December got off to an unexpected start! I received the notification call from one of His Majesty’s Inspectors at 
09:30 on Monday morning. I knew straight away that we were going to receive a full two-day inspection on 
Tuesday and Wednesday.   

You may remember the tragic circumstances of Ruth Perry, the headteacher of a primary school in Reading. 
Since then, there has been a change of Chief Inspector of Schools, Ofsted’s ‘Big Listen,’ and a new inspection 
framework has been created and launched. Apart from a few volunteer pilot schools, our school was one of 
the first in the country to be inspected under the new framework. We are used to being pioneers at Lord 
Lawson...  

The new grade descriptions are not yet well understood, even within the educational establishment. Ofsted, in 
my view, has not yet done enough to communicate and explain them. There are five grades, the central one of 
which is ‘Expected Standard.’ Ofsted intends to help raise standards in schools, so the Expected Standard is 
deliberately a high bar. Above the Expected Standard is the Strong Standard. There is another top grade, 
Exceptional, which is to be rare. Below the Expected Standard is Needs Attention, which is intended to be a 
slightly milder form of the old Requires Improvement. The lowest grade is Urgent Improvement.  

Eight different areas of school life are judged: Safeguarding (which is either ‘met’ or ‘not met’), Inclusion, 
Curriculum and teaching, Achievement, Attendance and behaviour, Personal development and wellbeing, 
Post-16, and Leadership and governance.  

Following an inspection, the draft report is written and checked. This can take around 18 working days – so we 
can expect to receive our draft report in the first couple of weeks of January. I am invited to give feedback and 
correct any factual inaccuracies, and then, assuming there are no problems with the draft, the final report will 
be published within 30 working days. That will take us well into the spring term. It’s a long time to wait!  

In the meantime, I am not permitted to tell you what the judgements are. However, I can share a broad 
message about how well we got on. Many of you will remember that our school was judged to be Good in all 
areas in November 2022; you also know how much the school has improved since then. Inspectors validated 
and agreed with our self-evaluation in every one of the eight areas of the new framework. The ‘next steps’ they 
gave us were already in our school development plan.  
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Inspectors noted that leaders are well aware of the complex and sometimes challenging nature of our 
neighbourhood. They found our school to be really inclusive: the lead inspector commented to governors 
that there was “a thread of inclusivity running through the school.” Inspectors noted that pupils generally 
achieve well. They saw routines that work well and are consistently applied by teachers and support staff. 
They did not see a single incident of poor behaviour during their time in our school. They described our 
school as being a “harmonious place” and that students have really positive attitudes towards learning, 
with access to a broad and engaging curriculum. This is a great achievement!  

We feel we’ve all earned a rest this weekend. Thank you for your support, particularly in completing the 
Ofsted Parentview survey. Parents' and Carers’ views reported there were very positive, and you can see 
these online. Staff and students’ feedback was positive too. I will communicate more as soon as I can.  

With all good wishes,  

Yours faithfully  

Dr Andrew Fowler  
Principal  

 



 

Singin’ in the Snow: Academy Christmas Talent Showcase 
Tuesday 16 December 2025, 7pm. 
There are limited tickets remaining  for our 2025 Christmas Talent Showcase, Singin' in the Snow.  
Tickets are £6.00 each (non-refundable) and can be purchased from the academy reception during the hours off 
8.30am and 3.30pm. Please ensure you have the correct cash amount as we do not have a facility to provide 
change. 
 
A reminder that this is a one evening only performance event, so purchase your tickets soon to avoid any 
disappointment of a sell-out show; with over 100 students performing in the showcase, we are expecting tickets 
to sell out quickly! 
 
If you require any adjustment or assistance for access or seating in the main hall please contact Miss Brown 
directly via email at sbrown@lordlawson.academy once tickets have been purchased and Miss Brown will aim to 
support your request.  
 
Singin' in the Snow promises to be a joyous and festive evening. Thank you for your continued support towards 
Performing Arts at Lord Lawson, and we look forward to welcoming our audience on Tuesday 16 December, 7pm. 
 
 

Year 11 GCSE: Dance, Drama and Music – Friday evening revision/ 
creative rehearsal sessions  
The after-school, Friday evening revision and creative rehearsal sessions we offer our year 11 students, are an 
opportunity for students to further develop their performance work and to discuss revision for theory work. The 
sessions run from 3.20 to 4.20pm. 
 
Please note the final Friday evening session dates for this term are as follows:  
 

Friday 5 December – GCSE Music 
Friday 12 December – GCSE Dance and GCSE Drama.  

 
There will be no after-school sessions on the last day of this term, Friday 19 December.  
 
If you have any queries regarding Performing Arts at Lord Lawson please contact me via email at 
sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be more than happy to assist you.  
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
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Lord Lawson Shoebox Appeal – in partnership with the Trussell 
Trust 
This year, Lord Lawson of  Beamish Academy will be collecting non-perishable items to create shoeboxes for 
the Gateshead Foodbank, in partnership with the Trussell Trust. 
 
This project is a huge opportunity to help the communities of Birtley and Gateshead at Christmas, to support 
families who struggle to put food on the table across the Christmas period. Any support we give to the foodbank 
will be greatly appreciated. 
 
For this project we are asking staff and students to donate items that the foodbank often ask for. 
 
Food items foodbanks need most 
 
Tinned and Canned Foods 

• Vegetables: Carrots, peas, sweetcorn, and tomatoes. 
• Fruits: Peaches, pears, and pineapple in juice. 
• Beans and Pulses: Baked beans, kidney beans, and chickpeas. 
• Fish: Tuna, sardines, and mackerel. 
• Meat: Tinned chicken, corned beef, and stews. 
• Soup: Canned or packet soups that are quick and easy to prepare. 

 
Pasta and Rice 

• Essential staples like dried pasta, spaghetti, and rice are always in high demand. 
 

Cereals 
• Breakfast cereals, especially those that are plain and nutritious, like porridge oats. 

 
Sauces and Cooking Essentials 

• Pasta sauces, curry sauces, and cooking oils are important for preparing meals. 
 

Beverage Items 
• Milk: Long-life UHT milk or powdered milk, which have a long shelf life and are versatile. 
• Tea and Coffee: Small packs of tea bags and jars of instant coffee. 
• Sugar: Small bags of sugar for beverages or for cooking. 
• Small packs of tea bags and jars of instant coffee. 
• Snacks and Treats: Biscuits, chocolate, and crisps for a morale boost. 

 
Baby Food 

• Jars of baby food, formula milk, and baby cereals are crucial for families with infants. 
 



 

Non-Food Items Foodbanks Need Most 
 
Toiletries 

• Soap 
• Shampoo and Conditioner 
• Toothpaste and Toothbrushes 
• Deodorant 
• Sanitary Products: Tampons and sanitary pads. 

 
Items to Avoid Donating  
 
While foodbanks appreciate all donations, some items are less suitable: 
 
Fresh or Perishable Foods 

• Some foodbanks cannot store fresh produce like fruit, vegetables, or dairy products due to storage 
limitations. 
 

Homemade Items 
• Foodbanks cannot accept homemade food due to food safety regulations. 

 
Large or Bulk Items 

• Large sacks of rice or oversized items may be impractical for distribution (and we are trying to fit items 
into a shoebox). 
 

Out-of-Date Products 
• Always check expiration dates before donating to ensure items are safe and usable. 

 
We also need donations of shoeboxes to place all donations into. 
 
We are not asking anyone to donate full shopping bags of items. However, if you could donate even a couple of the 
items suggested above, that would be a huge help. 
 
All donations can be left at school reception but must be with us next week by the morning of Thursday 11 December 
2025, to ensure the boxes are with the foodbank well before the Christmas break. 
 
Mrs J Laidlaw      Thomas Lane 
Assistant Principal – Head of Sixth Form  Year 12 Student and In-school Project Coordinator 
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Year 11: Subject Parents’ Evening 
The year 11 subject parents’ evening will take place on Thursday 22 
January 2026. 
 
As in previous years, appointments will be made by parents/carers 
using the SchoolCloud platform. 
 
Further information about the evening will be sent to parents and carers 
within the next week – this will come via ClassCharts. 
 
In advance of this information, please advise the admin team if you 
think you may have changed your email address since the last time you 
used SchoolCloud. This is important, as the details we hold for you on 
our systems are the details you will need to login to SchoolCloud. Any 
changes can be sent to: lordlawson@lordlawson.academy – please 
ensure you quote your child’s name and tutor group in the subject 
header. 
 
Mrs S Wakefield 
Office Manager 
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 Calendar Dates and Upcoming 

Events for the Autumn Term 
Date      Event 
 
Thursday 11 December Year 7 Pantomime trip – timings tbc 
 
Friday 19 December Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Monday 5 January 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 


