
   

Issue 12: w/c Monday 1 December 2025 – Week 1 

Dear Parents and Carers  

I am writing to you a day earlier than usual, owing to our school’s occasional day tomorrow, Friday 28 
November.   

The ‘occasional day’ is a practice that I inherited when I became Principal at Lord Lawson. I have retained it, on 
the basis that this day breaks up what can otherwise seem a long and dark half term. This year, many students 
need the longer weekend as a chance to recover from bugs that are circulating. The day now coincides with the 
phenomenon of ‘black Friday’, although this is not a deliberate act for us as a school. Black Friday itself, as many 
will know, comes to us from the United States of America, where it immediately follows the Thanksgiving 
holiday. And Thanksgiving can trace its roots back to 1621, when the pilgrims from England celebrated their first 
successful harvest in the new world with the native Wampanoag people.   

Why ‘black’ Friday? Alternative explanations are given: a low mood the day after the Thanksgiving holiday; or 
more recently the idea that people started their Christmas shopping on this day. Retailers, so the explanation 
goes, saw their accounts move from being ‘in the red’ - because they had paid for the goods that customers had 
not yet bought – ‘into the black’: in other words, they started to make a profit. There are plenty of online retailers 
bombarding us just now in the hope of making a profit!  

This Sunday also sees the start of the Christian church’s season of Advent. This is a season of preparation for the 
birth of Christ at Christmas. Traditionally, as well as making their physical and material preparations – Christmas 
puddings and cakes, decorations and gifts – Christians used this time to prepare themselves spiritually, thinking 
about ways in which they needed to change and amend their lives. When we are in the middle of preparations for 
the secular side of Christmas, it can be easy to forget the origins of Christmas. It is helpful to take time to think 
about things we need to change.  

As December begins, after the weekend, we will begin thinking about our school partnerships with local and 
national charities. We will give more details about this in the coming weeks. Students in years 11 and 13 will also 
begin their trial examinations, helping prepare them for the summer.  

Whatever your plans and thoughts, I hope you and your family have a good weekend.   

With all good wishes,  

Yours faithfully  

Dr Andrew Fowler  
Principal  

 



 

Reminders 
Lost Property 
As we come to the end of the fourth week of this term, we again find ourselves with a large amount of lost 
property items, including: 

• Assorted items of school uniform 
• Bags 
• Shoes 
• Coats 
• Glasses 
• Pencil Cases 

 
None of the items we have are marked in anyway with a student name, making it impossible for us to return these 
items to their rightful owners! 
 
Please ensure that your child’s personal belongings – where possible and practicable – are identified at least with 
their first name and the initial of their surname. This gives us a starting point to return lost items. 
 
Any of the items we currently have that are not claimed by Friday 5 December, will be disposed of. 
 
ParentPay 
We currently have a large number of students calling to reception daily, asking us to contact home to ensure they 
have funds added to their ParentPay accounts. Although we will always support our students with requests such 
as this, they can be time consuming and for some of our students, they find it embarrassing to come to reception 
to make this request. 
 
Can we please ask parents and carers to regularly check their child’s ParentPay account. This will (I hope) reduce 
these visits and requests to reception. 
 
Mrs S Wakefield 
Office Manager 

 
 
 



 

Author and Spoken Word Artist Steven Camden visits Lord 
Lawson as part of the Northern Children’s Book Festival 
On Wednesday 19 November, we were delighted to welcome Steven Camden, acclaimed author, and spoken 
word artist, to Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy as part of the Northern Children’s Book Festival, supported by 
Gateshead Libraries. 
 
Year 7 students thoroughly enjoyed an engaging one-hour session in the academy library, where Steven shared 
his expertise in transforming a single word, in this case strawberry, into a fully developed story featuring a cast 
of unusual characters set against the backdrop of a secondary school with a hidden past. 
 
It was inspiring to see how enthusiastically our students participated, learning creative techniques for 
storytelling from an author who has written several books for children and young adults. The highlight of the 
session was listening to Steven read an extract from his book, Everything All at Once, a vibrant collection of 
poems capturing the lives of students during one unforgettable week in a secondary school where ‘everything 
happens all at once.’ 
 
A huge thank you to Steven Camden and the Northern Children’s Book Festival team for bringing this fantastic 
opportunity to our academy! 
 
Miss B Dixon 
Librarian 
 

                      

 

                         

 

 

 

 



 

 

Singin' in the Snow Academy Christmas Talent Showcase – Tuesday 
16 December, 7pm  
Tickets for our 2025 Christmas Talent Showcase, Singin' in the Snow, are now on general sale on a strictly first 
come, first served basis. 
 
Tickets are £6.00 each (non-refundable) and can be purchased from the academy reception during the hours of 
8.30am and 3.30pm. Please ensure you have the correct cash amount as we do not have a facility to provide change. 
 
A reminder that this is a one evening only performance event, so purchase your tickets soon to avoid any 
disappointment of a sell-out show; with over 100 students performing in the showcase, we are expecting tickets to 
sell out quickly! 
 
If you require any adjustment or assistance for access or seating in the main hall, please contact Miss Brown directly 
via email at sbrown@lordlawson.academy once tickets have been purchased and I will be happy to discuss your 
request.  
 
Singin' in the Snow promises to be a joyous and festive evening. Thank you for your continued support towards 
Performing Arts at Lord Lawson, and we look forward to welcoming our audience on Tuesday 16 December, 7pm. 
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Year 13 Assessments 
Year 13 students will be sitting A level 
assessments during the weeks beginning 
1 and 8 December. All students have had 
support via their subject teachers, tutors, 
and an assembly to ensure that they are 
well prepared for these assessments and 
see their value as they prepare for their 
final examinations in Summer 2026. 
 
For the next two weeks we ask you to help 
us to support your children by ensuring 
they are in school in good time to prepare 
each morning. We offer the Independent 
Learning Centre (ILC) as a space for quiet 
revision each morning from 7.30am 
onwards.  
 
All year 13 students must be at the 
correct examination room for a prompt 
start: 8.55am for a morning exam and for 
12.55pm for the afternoon exams. This 
enables staff to provide crucial tips before 
the students enter the exam rooms, 
ensuring as similar an experience of 
examinations as they will have in the 
summer.  
 
Mrs J Laidlaw 
Assistant Principal – Head of Sixth Form 

 
 
 

Year 11 GCSE Dance, GCSE Dama, and 
GCSE Music: Friday evening revision 
and creative rehearsal sessions 

The after-school revision and creative rehearsal sessions we offer 
our year 11 students are an opportunity for the students to develop 
their performance work and to discuss revision for theory work. The 
sessions take place in school every Friday, 3.20 to 4.20pm.  
 
Please note that the final Friday evening session dates for this term 
are as follows:  
 

Friday 5 December – GCSE Music 
Friday 12 December – GCSE Dance and GCSE Drama 

 
There will be no sessions running on the last day of term, Friday 
19 December.  
 
If you have any questions regarding Performing Arts at Lord Lawson, 
please contact me via email at sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I 
will be more than happy to assist you.  
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
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Young Innovators Council 
Is your child aged 14–19 and passionate about shaping a fairer, greener future? Northern Gas Network’s Young 
Innovators Council is recruiting for new young voices to join them in 2026. 
 
This is a chance for young people to: 
 

• Inform and influence the agenda and decisions of a major utility company. 
• Expand their network and develop skills such as teamwork, leadership, creativity, and communication. 
• Co-create ideas with Northern Gas Networks around environmental issues, approaches to sustainability, 

innovation, and net zero programmes, social strategy and supporting customers in vulnerable situations. 
• Increase their knowledge about UK energy infrastructure. 

 
Sessions take place online and outside of school/college hours. 
 
Apply here:  Application Form 
Deadline:  Wednesday 14 January 2026 
Questions? Email: youthinsights@solutionsfortheplanet.co.uk or call: 07900 064532 
 
Mrs C Braban 
Careers Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/YfzeCyuEyR
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 Calendar Dates and Upcoming 

Events for the Autumn Term 
Date      Event 
 
Friday 28 November Occasional day – Academy closed to staff and students 
 
Thursday 11 December Year 7 Pantomime trip – timings tbc 
 
Friday 19 December Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Monday 5 January 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 


