
   

Issue 11: w/c Monday 24 November 2025 – Week 2 

Dear Parents and Carers  

It was good to see so many Year 11 students and their parents and carers at last night’s Sixth Form Open 
Evening. My thanks to Mrs Laidlaw and her sixth form team for their superb organisation of this event. If your child 
is in Year 11, please continue to hold conversations around sixth form options, aims and ambitions in the coming 
days and weeks. The QR code for a link to the application form appears later in this bulletin.  

As many of you already know, our sixth form is a distinct and very special part of our school. Our thriving sixth 
form provides so many opportunities, and it enhances the experience for all members of our school community, 
including all our students and staff. As an example of this, our Reading Partners scheme pairs up sixth form 
students with students in years 7 and 8, to support and encourage their progress in reading. The results of this 
scheme are spectacular, with younger students making considerable and measurable progress. They form close 
bonds with their sixth form partners, and our sixth form students gain opportunities for leadership and for being a 
positive role model.  

In this week’s assemblies, Mr Rayner has been exploring the topic of men’s mental health. The statistics 
are alarming, but there are things we can all do to help. Mr Rayner focused particularly on the need to help boys 
to communicate well, and he explained the ALEC model. The ALEC acronym stands for:  

• Ask: initiate conversations about mental health by asking simple, open-ended questions. For example, 
you might say, “You’ve seemed a bit off lately: is everything all right?” This encourages the person to start 
to share their feelings and experiences.  

• Listen: actively listen to the person without interrupting. Showing a genuine interest in their responses – 
and remembering that boys often find it hard to talk openly about their feelings – helps create a safe 
space for them to open up about something they are struggling with.  

• Encourage action: support the boy in taking positive steps towards improving their mental wellbeing. This 
could include talking to a professional or engaging in social or physical activities.  

• Check in: follow up with them after your initial conversation, to show them that you continue to care 
about their wellbeing. This reinforces that your concern is not ‘one-off’, that they are not alone, and that 
their mental health matters.  

The ALEC mnemonic is a useful guide for us all in communicating with our children: we don’t need to be in crisis 
to need to talk.  



 

 

Finally, a reminder that school will be closed to students on Friday 28 November, when we are taking an 
occasional day.  

With all good wishes,  

Yours faithfully 

Dr Andrew Fowler  
Principal  

 

 



 

Year 10: Weekly Success 
Congratulations to our year 10 cohort on another successful week. The attendance of the majority of our students 
was exceptional, and many of them received positive praise points (Ps). Along with our Daily Ps League and Golden 
Ticket incentive, students are recognised for attainment, attendance and praise points across the full week. I am 
pleased to share our weekly winners with you. 
 
Attainment: Rohan Morrison won the attainment trophy for his impressive History assessment grade. Rohan also 
represented the academy during the Ceremony of Remembrance last week. 
 
Praise Points: Anto Phillip gained the most praise points across the full year group, gaining a HUGE 122 Ps!  
 
Attendance: Amelia Cleveland won the trophy this week, with her tutor group 9BC also having the best 
attendance!  
 
The following students won Golden Tickets this week for their hard work. They have secured their place at our 
upcoming Christmas movie afternoon: Dylan Kelley, Sophie Roberts, Lacey Powell, Scarlet Johson, Matthew 
Robson, Ava Turnbull, Harry Gilhespie, Safaa Ahmed, Lacey Richardson, and Mazie Bullock! 

 
In other news, our year 10 boys football team progressed to the semi-final of the cup following an 11-0 win against 
Kingsmeadow School. Our amazing year 10 girls football team also played fantastically in their Futsal tournament 
on Monday.  
 
We look forward to seeing all of our students in full attendance each day next week, arriving by 8:45am. Attendance 
is key to academic and personal progress, as the more a student is in, the more they will learn.  
 
For any year 10 pastoral support please email me at: lcumiskey@lordlawson.academy or email Miss Harrison 
(Deputy Year Leader) at: aharrison@lordlawson.academy and we will be happy to help. 
 
And a big thank you to you! The continued support and encouragement of the parents and carers of our year 10 
students really does have a positive affect!  
 
Mr Cumiskey 
Year 10 Leader 
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Northumbria Police Educational 
Visit  
On Tuesday 25 November, the Prevention Through 
Education Team  from Northumbria Police will be visiting 
our school to deliver sessions to students in year 10, the 
focus of which will be  the dangers of grooming: what it is 
and how to recognise the signs. 
 
The session also aims to help students understand 
vulnerability – theirs and the vulnerability of others – and 
sources of support will also be discussed. 
 
For further information and links to support videos, please 
access their e-leaflet via the following link: 
 
Northumbria Police E-Safety Leaflet - The Dangers of 
Grooming 
 
It is our hope that you will find the information useful and a 
tool to begin a conversation with your child at home about 
this issue. 
 
Miss C Bramley 
Personal Development Coordinator 

 
 
 

Young Carers 
The next young Carer's drop in will be on 
Wednesday 26 November over lunch time in the 
small conference room - near the entrance to the 
hall.  
 
Here young carers can play games, do crafts and 
meet other young carers that attend the 
academy.  This is hosted by caregivers connect 
Gateshead, with the support of myself - Mrs 
Glass.  
 
Students should have been given a drop in pass to 
gain access to the session.  If any student has lost 
this, please contact me by email at: 
mglass@lordlawson.academy 
 
If you think your child may be a young carer for 
anyone living in your home and  they have not been 
registered as such, please email me direct and I 
will contact you with further information on how 
we can support your child within school.  
 
Mrs M Glass 
Cover supervisor and Young Carers Coordinator 
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Field of 
Remembrance Clay 
Tributes 
All students who made a clay tribute 
for the Saltwell Park Field of 
Remembrance are welcome to 
collect them from Ms Dolman’s 
classroom - AR10 - and take them 
home should they wish to do so.  Any 
that are not collected by the end of 
Thursday 27 November will be 
disposed of. 
 
Mrs J Kemp 
Remembrance Coordinator 

 

In The Loop 
‘In The Loop’ is a group for any student in school with hearing 
loss, whether they use a hearing aid or not, to enable the 
students to get to know each other, to support each other, and 
to work together to raise awareness of how our school and the 
wider community can  be more ‘deaf aware’. 
 
In The Loop meet once a half term and our next meeting will 
take place on Wednesday 26 November during lunchtime, in 
MA21. Passes will be provided to students by Mrs Kemp. 
 
During next week’s meeting we will welcome visitors from 
Thorpe Academy, who are joining us to find out more about how 
we support our students with a hearing loss at Lord Lawson of 
Beamish Academy. We are looking forward to sharing our good 
practice and hope it will inspire students and staff at Thorpe 
Academy. 
 
If you feel that your son or daughter would benefit from the 
support offered by In The Loop, and that I may not already be 
aware of them, please email me at jkemp@lordlason.academy, 
or ask your son or daughter to speak with me directly. 
 
 
 
Mrs J Kemp 
HI Coordinator and Cover Supervisor 
 

 
 

In The Loop 
We are ‘hear’ to support each other 
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 Calendar Dates and Upcoming 

Events for the Autumn Term 
Date      Event 
 
Friday 28 November Occasional day – Academy closed to staff and students 
 
Thursday 11 December Year 7 Pantomime trip – timings tbc 
 
Friday 19 December Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 

3.20pm 
 
Monday 5 January 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 


