
   

Issue 9: w/c Monday 10 November 2025 – Week 2 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
This week, the government published the Final Report of its Curriculum and Assessment Review, proposing 
revisions to the National Curriculum and changes to GCSEs, due to take effect from 2027. While I am still 
digesting the full 197 pages, several key headlines stand out:  

• Religious Education will become a National Curriculum subject, resolving its current anomalous status.  

• Single Science GCSEs will be encouraged.  

• There will be greater emphasis on the Arts and Performing Arts.  

• Strong transition from primary to secondary school is highlighted as essential.  

• The academic core – particularly English and Mathematics – is reaffirmed as central to student success.  

In all these areas, Lord Lawson is already well placed to respond. I hope this is part of the reason you chose our 
school for your child. Visual and performing arts have long been strengths here, and I have worked closely with 
senior leaders, subject leaders, and teachers to preserve and enhance these subjects. We know how deeply 
they enrich our students’ lives, and it is encouraging to see their importance recognised nationally.  
 
We are fortunate to have strong specialist teachers in the three sciences and Religious Education, positioning us 
well to meet the government’s aspirations. Our Mathematics department is among the strongest in the school – 
and a leader in our region – and our transition programme with primary schools is already well established.  

The review also highlights ongoing challenges, particularly in supporting students with special educational 
needs. We anticipate further changes in this area through the forthcoming Education White Paper. Many of you 
will already be aware of the excellent work led by Mrs Potter, Assistant Principal and SENDCo, alongside Mrs 
Whittle and Miss Mouat, our Assistant SENDCos, and our dedicated team of teaching assistants. All our 
teachers continue to develop their expertise in meeting diverse student needs. Nonetheless, we remain acutely 
aware of the growing demand for support and the limited resources available.  

It can feel as though everything in education is changing – new Ofsted frameworks, curriculum reviews, and 
policy shifts. Amidst this, we remain committed to delivering a great education, built on strong attendance, high 
standards of conduct, meaningful partnerships with parents and carers, and excellent teaching and learning.  

 
 

 



 

 

I’m pleased to share that our school has received a National School Attendance Award, recognising that our 
attendance in the 2024–25 academic year placed us in the top 25% of similar secondary schools nationwide. 
Congratulations to every student – and every parent and carer – who contributed to this achievement!  

Finally, as we approach Remembrance weekend and our school ceremony on Tuesday 11 November, I want to 
thank all students and families who will be representing our community. Together, we honour those who gave 
their lives for our freedoms and renew our commitment to peace in our own time.  

With all best wishes,  

Yours faithfully 

Dr Andrew Fowler  
Principal  

 

 



 

 

Prospective Sixth Form Open Evening 
On Thursday 20 November 2025, we are excited to invite all of our current year 11 students who are planning to join our 
Sixth Form in September 2026, or who have not yet decided what pathway to follow at the end of year 11, to come and 
see what makes Lord Lawson the choice to continue your post-16 studies. 

Students and their families can come along to meet staff and current sixth form students and discover what makes our 
Sixth Form the place to be; how we can help students to find the right courses, and support and challenge them in their 
studies, so they can thrive academically and personally. 

If you have not yet signed up for the evening, please ask your child to register using the link below, as there are a few 
questions that are relevant to students: 

Sixth Form Open Evening Registration 

The evening is also open to external candidates and we look forward to welcoming those students and their families 
also. 

To apply to study at our Sixth Form, to access our prospectus, or for any further information, please scan the QR code 
below. 

Mrs J Laidlaw 
Assistant Principal – Head of Sixth Form 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-oP0GRA_l0eccizjeE1wu5Cf0cbNMCNGmXYqeDCTh-BUNVo4NjFSTTFKMVUzTzJUODhDWUk5SzFSRC4u


 

Anti-Bullying Week: Monday 10 to Friday 14 November 2025   
Next week, Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy will be participating in national Anti-Bullying Week, the theme of 
which for this year is ‘The Power of Good.’ 
 
Throughout the week, students will take part in activities and discussions that promote kindness, inclusion, and 
respect, reminding us all that our school is a place where everyone should feel valued and accepted. 
 
As part of the week, students are invited to enter our ‘Everyone Belongs’ poster competition, creating a bright and 
colourful design that celebrates kindness and inclusion. 
 
Deadline: Thursday 13 November 
Hand in to: Miss Walker 
 
A selection of entries will be displayed near the main hall, with a prize for the overall winner. 
 
On Friday 14 November we will be joining in with Odd Socks Day and we encourage all of our students (and staff) to 
wear fun and colourful odd socks to celebrate diversity and individuality.  
 
We cannot wait to see our students’ creativity and enthusiasm as we come together to celebrate kindness, respect, 
and belonging 
 
Miss E Walker 
Anti-Bullying Coordinator 

 

 
 



 

 

Year 11 Prom – 10 July 2026: Ramside Hall Hotel 
We are excited to share a special opportunity from Luv Bridal, a local store in Chester-le-Street, who are 
generously offering 10% off all Prom dresses for Year 11 students from Lord Lawson of Beamish 
Academy! The store has a stunning selection of dresses. 

If you are interested in this offer, students should come to the year 11 base to collect a 10% discount gift 
card. 

Further details about Prom 2026 will be shared with parents, carers and students soon.  Please check the 
weekly parent bulletin for further details 

Mrs Clarke 
Year 11 Deputy Leader 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

    
 



 

Remembrance 2025 
 
We remember 
As we approach the activities surrounding Remembrance, both in and outside of school, we are asking families 
within the wider community if they have someone who served or who died whilst in the service of their country, 
who they may wish for us to remember at this time.  We have a Book of Remembrance that will be displayed in 
the Atrium in school for students to add the names of those they wish to be remembered.  Students will need the 
name, rank, who they served with and any details of their service.  Details can also be emailed to me at 
jkemp@lordlawson.academy and I can add them to the book on your behalf.  The names will be read out as part 
of our Remembrance Service in school on Tuesday 11 November. 
 
Do you know a hero?  Did you have a hero in your family? 
We are also looking for stories of heroic people during times of conflict.  As we marvel at the acts of bravery, 
courage, resilience and moral fortitude shown by people at the most difficult of times, we'll be asking our 
students how they can be ‘heroic’ in their day to day lives.  We would love to hear your stories, perhaps of family 
members or friends, stories that may have been passed down from previous generations, where someone has 
gone above and beyond during times of war.  They may be soldiers on the frontline, or they may be the unsung 
heroes left at home, but we would love to know more about them!  Stories and pictures can be emailed to me at 
jkemp@lordlawson.academy.  Please note that any stories shared may be used for display in school, for 
materials shared with students during tutor activities, or on the school social media channels. 
 
North East Field of Remembrance 
The North East Field of Remembrance at Saltwell Park is now in its fourteenth year and is one of only six 
recognised fields of remembrance in the country, this one being the furthest north.  Lord Lawson of Beamish 
Academy has been invited to provide a display as part of the Field of Remembrance, and a number of students 
have been involved in creating a piece of clay art work to create our school piece. The Field of Remembrance is 
free to visit so please do go to the park and see the students’ work during November! 
 
Service of Remembrance 
A reminder for those students involved in the Service of Remembrance that the final rehearsal will take place on 
Monday 10 November (until 4:30pm).  All students involved must attend the rehearsal. 
 
Mrs J Kemp 
Cover Supervisor and Service of Remembrance Coordinator 
 

 

mailto:jkemp@lordlawson.academy
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Royal British Legion       

As we approach Armistice Day on Tuesday 11 November 2025, we have a small number of poppy merchandise 
items for sale at main school reception. Available items are listed below, and the suggested donation is listed 
beside each. Please note that neither the paper nor plastic poppies are supplied with a pin. 
 
Mrs J McGregor 
Receptionist 

 

    
Poppy Snap Bands     Poppy Reflector 
Suggested Donation: £1.50 each   Suggested Donation: 50p each 
 

         
Poppy Rubber Wrist Band Poppy String Pull-Close Bracelet (sample pic)  
Suggested Donation: £1.00 each Suggested Donation: £1.00 each 
 

  
Paper/Plastic Poppy 
Suggested Donation: 20p each 

 



 



 

 



 

  
 Calendar Dates and Upcoming 

Events for the Autumn Term 
Date      Event 
 
Thursday 20 November Flu immunisations (catch-up sessions) – Years 7 to 11 – throughout the 

morning 
 
Thursday 20 November Open evening for prospective sixth form students – 5 to 7pm 
 
Friday 28 November Occasional day – Academy closed to staff and students 
 
Thursday 11 December Year 7 Pantomime trip – timings tbc 
 
Friday 19 December Last day of term for staff and students – school finishes as normal at 3.20pm 
 
Monday 5 January 2026 Staff and students return to school at 8.40am 


