
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Yesterday, I attended the Schools North East annual summit, a gathering of more than 500 school leaders 
from across our region. We came together to discuss matters that concern us all - including student 
engagement, school funding and the rising levels of special educational needs in our schools - and to hear 
from and learn alongside national speakers. Two speakers in particular prompted me to reflect on how we 
can continue to improve our school in partnership with others. 
 
I was inspired by Jonny Uttley, a school and system leader from Yorkshire. Jonny argued powerfully that the 
competitive system of schooling born from the 1988 Education Reform Act has produced a model of school 
improvement, but not a model of place improvement. School league tables and Ofsted inspection grades 
can make education feel like a competitive marketplace, in which it would be all too easy to prioritise the 
interests of an individual school over those of every child in the community. 
 
He urged school leaders to work collaboratively and to take collective responsibility for the education of 
children in their area, rather than seeing schools as competitors. Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy is, as 
many of you will know, a single academy trust: we are a stand-alone school funded directly by the 
Department for Education. This status can leave us relatively isolated, as we are neither part of a multi-
academy trust nor a local authority school. 
 
Since my arrival at Lord Lawson more than seven years ago, I have worked hard to build collaborative links 
with other local schools. We have benefited from our partnership with secondary schools across 
Gateshead, notably Whickham School and Cardinal Hume Catholic School, and we continue to work 
closely with the local authority, taking a lead on matters such as inclusion and fair access. We are also 
exploring closer ties with schools in County Durham so that we can bring our expertise together for the 
benefit of all our students. 
 
Another speaker, Lord Tony Sewell, reflected on his experience of the London Challenge in the early part of 
this century. This bold and highly successful initiative helped transform educational outcomes for children 
in London from among the worst in the country to among the best. Lord Sewell was clear that a significant 
part of its success came from harnessing the high aspirations that many parents held for their children. 
 
Parents mirrored the school’s approach: praise at school was echoed by praise at home, while 
consequences at school were reinforced at home. Students therefore received a clear and consistent 
message about the habits and attitudes that would help them make the most of their education. We want to 
strengthen this link in our own context, with home and school working together to support, guide and 
encourage our children. 
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On the subject of supporting students, we were pleased to welcome Mr Cumiskey back from paternity leave 
this week. Please take a moment to read his notice about the study support available to students in Year 11. 
With the encouragement of families and the right support from school, our students will be well placed to 
approach the months ahead with confidence and purpose. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our school and our young people. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dr Andrew Fowler 
Principal 
 
 

 
 
 



   

Academy Production 2026: Billy Elliot the Musical 
Show week is upon us with opening night of Billy Elliot The Musical on Tuesday 13 October at 7pm.  
 
There is currently limited ticket availability for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evening performances. 
Please purchase your tickets soon to avoid the disappointment of missing what is sure to be a sellout show 
week. Tickets can be purchased from the Academy reception for £7.00 each and must be paid for with the 
correct cash as we do not have a change facility. 
 
Once tickets have been purchased, if you require any adjustment or assistance for access or seating in the hall, 
or if you have any queries at all about the forthcoming show week please do not hesitate to contact me via 
email at sbrown@lordlawson.academy 
 
Please note requests for accessible seating have been high this year. I will respond to all requests as soon as 
possible, but your patience with this is greatly appreciated. I will endeavour to arrange accessible seating 
alongside one other guest within the party; however, this cannot be guaranteed if the demand for accessible 
seating during the event does not allow. Thank you for your understanding with this.  
 
A reminder that all cast are expected to attend our second Sunday rehearsal, this Sunday, 11 October, 10am 
to 4pm. 
 
Students must bring plenty of refreshments and their lunch, which should not contain fizzy drinks or any 
products containing nuts. Warm layers of clothing and any remaining costumes and props, which have not 
already been organised and stored within the department, should also be brought to rehearsal on Sunday.  
 
Failure to attend this rehearsal will result in the withdrawal of the student from the production due to 
health and safety concerns.  
 
All cast members have previously received a parental permission safeguarding letter. If the reply slip has not 
been returned, then they must be handed to me by no later than Sunday 11 October during the rehearsal. 
Failure to return this information may result in a student being withdrawn from the production due to lack of 
parental permission. Parents/carers would also then be contacted to collect their child from the Sunday 
rehearsal.  
 
All cast members will be off timetable on Monday 12 October as they will participate in a dress / technical 
rehearsal. To avoid misplacing uniform items, all cast members may attend school in their all-black 
costume/clothing.  
 
Thank you to the whole Lord Lawson community for supporting our cast and production of Billy Elliot The 
Musical. I urge you to purchase your tickets for this powerful and inspiring academy production.  
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
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Year 9 Activities Trip – Dearne Valley: 5 July to 7 July 2027 
We are delighted to offer all Year 9 students the opportunity to take part in an exciting three-day activities 
holiday at Dearne Valley, South Yorkshire. 
 
The trip will take place from Monday 5 to Wednesday 7 July and will provide students with the opportunity to 
experience a range of outdoor and team-building activities, whilst spending time away with their friends and 
developing confidence, independence and teamwork skills. 

 
During the three days students will participate in a range of activities, with a range of activities such as: 
• Raft building 
• Archery 
• Zip wire 
• Orienteering 
• Team-building activities 

 
There will also be two evening activities, which could include laser tag, a campfire and a quiz. The exact 
programme will be confirmed closer to the time. 
 
Transport to and from Dearne Valley will be provided by coach, departing from and returning to school. More 
information will be given at a later date. 
 
The final cost of the trip will depend on the number of students who choose to attend. However, the total cost 
will not exceed £330 per student. All year 9 students are invited to participate with this trip. We see it as a 
vital co-curricular opportunity that allows students to deepen relationships with their peers and teachers and 
build a team culture as a year group. It allows the students to display their character traits of curiosity, hard 
work, and a willingness to get involved. However, should individual student behaviour decline prior to the trip, 
we reserve the right to cancel places due to potential health and safety and safeguarding concerns.  
 
To secure a place, a non-refundable deposit of £50 will be required via ParentPay by Friday 16 October. 
Further information regarding the remaining balance and payment schedule will be provided once we have 
confirmed the number of students attending.  
 
If your child would like to attend, please complete and return the relevant consent/payment information by 
the deadline. Places will be confirmed once the deposit has been received. 
 
Bursaries are available for this trip, and any parent/carer who feels that they would benefit from some 
financial support, should submit a request to: finance@lordlawson.academy. You will be provided with the 
necessary forms and information. All applications are dealt with in the strictest of confidence. 
 
If you have any questions at all about the trip, please contact me on shulme@lordlawson.academy and I will 
be more than happy to help. 
 
Mrs S Hulme 
Teacher of Mathematics and Trip Coordinator 
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Year 11: Academic Support Table 
As our Year 11 students continue their preparation for their forthcoming assessments/mock examinations 
and summer GCSE examinations, I am pleased to share with you our comprehensive Assessment Support 
timetable. The extensive programme of support reflects the dedication and commitment of our team of 
teachers. The timetables can be found later in this bulletin. 
 
As Year Leader, I firmly believe that our Year 11 students can be among the best-prepared in the country for 
their examinations, provided they regularly access the Academic Support on offer and attend school daily, 
demonstrating positive character and working hard. The provision of Academic Support complements the 
high-quality teaching that takes place in our classrooms every day. 
 
I look forward to welcoming all parents and carers on the evening of Thursday 22 October for our Year 11 
Exam Preparation Evening. This is a fantastic opportunity for students and their parents/carers to find out 
important information ahead of their mock examinations in November. 
 
As always, your support in ensuring your child attends the Academic Support sessions will be invaluable in 
helping them to achieve and exceed their academic potential. Please discuss the timetable with your child 
and ensure they know when and where sessions take place — as you will see, Academic Support runs before, 
during and after school. 
 
Mr L Cumiskey 
Year Leader – Year 11 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 

LORD LAWSON OF BEAMISH ACADEMY 
Academic Year 2026 - 2027 Calendar 

 
 

 

Autumn Term Begins 

Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Wednesday 2 September 2026 Academy opens for staff and ALL students 

Friday 23 October 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Autumn Half 
Term 

Saturday 24 October 2026 to Sunday 1 November 2026 inclusive 

Autumn Term Ends 
Monday 2 November 2026 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Friday 18 December 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Christmas 
Holidays 

Saturday 19 December 2026 to Sunday 3 January 2027 inclusive 

  Monday 4 January 2027 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Spring Term Begins Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

  Friday 12 February 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Spring Half Term Saturday 13 February 2027 to Sunday 21 February 2027 inclusive 

Spring Term Ends 
Monday 22 February 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Thursday 25 March 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Easter Holidays Saturday 27 March 2027 to Sunday 11 April 2027 inclusive 
Summer Term Begins Monday 12 April 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2027 Academy closed for staff and students 

  Friday 28 May 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Half 
Term 

Saturday 29 May 2027 to Sunday 6 June 2027 inclusive 

Summer Term Ends 
Monday 7 June 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Friday 16 July 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Holidays 
  

* Good Friday 26 March 2027 
** Return to school date Monday 6 September 

2027 tbc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 Calendar Dates and Upcoming Events for 
the Autumn Term (up to half term) 
 

Date      Event 
 
Sunday 11 October Second Sunday rehearsal for ALL Academy production cast 

members: 10am to 4pm 
 
Monday 12 October All day dress and technical rehearsal for Academy Production – Billy Elliott 
  the Musical – all cast members will be in school and off timetable for the 
 full school day  
 
Tuesday 13 to Friday 16 October Academy Production – Billy Elliott the Musical – General Public  

Performances 
 
Thursday 22 October Year 11 Exam Preparation Evening: 4pm to 6.20pm 
 
Friday 23 October Last day of term for staff and students 
 
Monday 2 November First day of term for staff and students 
 
Thursday 12 November Sixth Form Open Evening: 5pm to 7pm 
 
Thursday 19 November Year 7 Parents and Carers Evening: 3.45pm to 7.15pm 
 
Monday 23 to Friday 27 Year 9: Ullswater residential trip 
November 
 
Monday 30 November to  Years 11 and 13 Autumn assessments 
Friday 11 December 
 
Thursday 10 December Year 7 Pantomime 
 
Tuesday 15 December Christmas Showcase (timings tbc) 
 
Friday 18 December Last day of term for staff and students 
 
Monday 4 January 2027 Staff Inset Day – Academy closed for students 
 
Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy open for ALL students as normal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


