
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I have been greatly encouraged by the way in which the school's co-curricular programme is gaining 
momentum. Already, more than 500 students have signed up for our wide range of clubs and activities. This 
is a very encouraging start. However, it also means that many students have not yet signed up for an activity.  
 
Please take some time to talk with your child about our co-curricular programme. Discuss the activities that 
interest them and encourage them to become involved if they have not already done so. We know that 
participation beyond the classroom helps students develop confidence, build friendships and discover new 
interests and talents.  
 
Alongside our regular programme of activities in school, we continue to expand our programme of 
educational visits and residential experiences. Our aim is to offer something for everyone. Some 
opportunities necessarily have limited places, while others can be opened to an entire year group.  
 
Later in this bulletin, you will find information about an activity holiday that we are offering to all students 
currently in Year 9 for July 2027. This visit to Dearne Valley in South Yorkshire builds on the success of the 
residential trip to Lockerbie that took place towards the end of the last academic year. Students who 
attended that trip had a wonderful experience, although several were understandably apprehensive 
beforehand. I strongly encourage Year 9 families to consider this opportunity. Although there is a cost 
involved, we hope that the trip will be affordable, particularly with ample time to plan and budget. Bursary 
support will also be available for families who would benefit from financial assistance.  
 
This week's bulletin also highlights many of the ways in which our students are already embracing 
opportunities beyond the classroom. You will be able to read about success in a mathematics competition, 
the academic and mental health support available to students, our forthcoming Ceremony of 
Remembrance, and the academy production of Billy Elliot, for which a small number of tickets remain 
available.  
 
I hesitate to mention Christmas quite so early in the year. However, as festive displays begin to appear in the 
shops, I am conscious that many families prefer to spread spending across several months. With this in 
mind, I encourage you to read Mr McGovern's important message regarding e-scooters and e-bikes. Many 
such vehicles are not road legal and can cause difficulties within our community. Character-building 
experiences, whose memories last a lifetime, often prove more valuable than possessions that are quickly 
discarded or soon lose their appeal.  
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dr Andrew Fowler 
Principal 
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Character Awards  
Here are a few of this week's character awards.  
 
At Lord Lawson we are curious  
"Toby asked an excellent question last week about how asteroids are affected by the Earth's magnetic field. 
Unfortunately, I didn't know the answer, but Toby showed great curiosity by researching it himself and then 
emailing me the information. It's always great to learn something new; thank you, Toby!"  
Awarded to Toby in Year 9 by Mr Blair  
 
 
"Zachary asked excellent questions of his peers who described Merton's Strain theory and modes of 
adaptation as an explanation for crime in society. He listened carefully to the responses of others and then 
thought of interesting questions to ask them which furthered his own understanding of the concept and 
also that of his peers. The questions and responses really pushed the learning forward, so thank you for your 
curiosity, Zachary!"  
Awarded to Zachary in Year 13 by Mrs Rutherford  
 
 
 At Lord Lawson we get involved   
"Michaela, thank you so much for stepping up and delivering your Timeline a week early! I know that talking 
in front of your classmates would be a challenge for you, but you absolutely nailed it! I learnt so much about 
you! I wanted to recognise the immense character this took and say well done for getting involved and doing 
something out of your comfort zone so proactively and positively."  
Awarded to Michaela in Year 12 by Mr Clarke  
 
"Some amazing contributions to today's lesson giving brilliant examples of how one religion can be different 
in different countries. We learnt a lot! Keep it up!"  
Awarded to Natalia in Year 7 by Mr Forsyth 
 
 
At Lord Lawson we are kind  
"Jessica is undoubtedly a team player. She works excellently on her table in food technology and supports 
others with their work each and every lesson. Today, she went even further and supported other students in 
other parts of the class by tidying up and supporting their work. I'm really impressed!!"  
Awarded to Jessica in Year 8 by Mr Walsh  
 
"In our lesson today, Lewis took it upon himself to complete his work and the work for his peer who has 
sustained a hand injury. This was done quietly, with no seeking of recognition, just Lewis quietly showing 
kindness in supporting his peer. This was a brilliant example of the character within you Lewis, well done."  
Awarded to Lewis in Year 10 by Mrs Connor 
 
 
At Lord Lawson we work hard 
"Well done Josh for working really hard in your English lessons. I really appreciate your enthusiasm and your 
contributions and can tell that you are making a real effort to do your best. Keep it up - it will pay off!"   
Awarded to Joshua in Year 11 by Mrs Hunter  
 
"Gracie has stayed behind every night this week completing work. She has also spoken with staff to gain 
support. This shows Gracie's commitment to her studies."   
Awarded to Gracie in Year 13 by Miss Milburn  
 
 
 
 



   

Year 9 Activities Trip – Dearne Valley: 5 July to 7 July 2027 
We are delighted to offer all Year 9 students the opportunity to take part in an exciting three-day activities holiday 
at Dearne Valley, South Yorkshire. 
 
The trip will take place from Monday 5 to Wednesday 7 July and will provide students with the opportunity to 
experience a range of outdoor and team-building activities, whilst spending time away with their friends and 
developing confidence, independence and teamwork skills. 

 
During the three days students will participate in a range of activities, with a range of activities such as: 
• Raft building 
• Archery 
• Zip wire 
• Orienteering 
• Team-building activities 

 
There will also be two evening activities, which could include laser tag, a campfire and a quiz. The exact 
programme will be confirmed closer to the time. 
 
Transport to and from Dearne Valley will be provided by coach, departing from and returning to school. More 
information will be given at a later date. 
 
The final cost of the trip will depend on the number of students who choose to attend. However, the total cost 
will not exceed £330 per student. All year 9 students are invited to participate with this trip. We see it as a vital 
co-curricular opportunity that allows students to deepen relationships with their peers and teachers and build a 
team culture as a year group. It allows the students to display their character traits of curiosity, hard work, and a 
willingness to get involved. However, should individual student behaviour decline prior to the trip, we reserve the 
right to cancel places due to potential health and safety and safeguarding concerns.  
 
To secure a place, a non-refundable deposit of £50 will be required via ParentPay by Friday 16 October. Further 
information regarding the remaining balance and payment schedule will be provided once we have confirmed 
the number of students attending.  
 
If your child would like to attend, please complete and return the relevant consent/payment information by the 
deadline. Places will be confirmed once the deposit has been received. 
 
Bursaries are available for this trip, and any parent/carer who feels that they would benefit from some financial 
support, should submit a request to: finance@lordlawson.academy. You will be provided with the necessary 
forms and information. All applications are dealt with in the strictest of confidence. 
 
If you have any questions at all about the trip, please contact me on shulme@lordlawson.academy and I will be 
more than happy to help. 
 
Mrs S Hulme 
Teacher of Mathematics and Trip Coordinator 
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Ceremony of Remembrance 
A reminder for those students involved in our Ceremony of Remembrance, that rehearsals take place every 
Tuesday, 3:30 to 4:15pm, meeting in the Atrium (outside the main hall).  
 
It is important that students are there every week until the service on Wednesday 11 November. Those involved in 
Billy Elliot rehearsals have already spoken to me and I am aware that they will join us once the school show is over.  
 
If there are any questions or you have any concerns about the ceremony, please don't hesitate to contact me on 
jkemp@lordlawson.academy and I will be more than happy to help. 
 
Mrs J Kemp 
Ceremony of Remembrance Coordinator  
  

 
  
 
 
THINK!... Before Buying a Christmas Present that Cannot be Used 
In the run up to Christmas, Northumbria Police would like to help you make informed decisions about presents you 
buy for your children, to ensure you are not helping your child to inadvertently break the law, by purchasing e-
scooters, e-bikes, and other off-road motor vehicles/bikes. 
  
As we are sure you are aware, either from stories in the news, or from personal experience, these illegally ridden 
vehicles cause not just a nuisance in our communities, but they also pose a huge risk to the safety of the public, 
including that of your own child. 
  
All privately-owned e-scooters are NOT LEGAL to be ridden anywhere on public land. This includes roads, cycle 
lanes, footpaths, and bridleways. The only place they may be ridden legally is on private land, with the 
landowner’s permission. 
  
Electrically assisted pedal cycles (EAPCs) and e-bikes are a little more complex, as various conditions apply for 
them to be considered road legal. The flyer found later in this bulletin provides further information on EAPCs. 
  
CONSEQUENCES OF ILLEGAL RIDING 

• The vehicle can be seized by police and crushed 
• The rider (including a child) could be prosecuted for driving offences, resulting in penalty points and a fine. 
• If the rider doesn’t have a driving licence, a ‘ghost’ licence is created where the penalty points are held until a 

provisional licence is issued. 
• A parent/carer can be prosecuted for the offence of ‘use, cause and permit’ the illegal use of a vehicle, i.e. 

they have bought the vehicle and have allowed the child to ride it. 
 
Again, penalty points and a fine can apply. 
 
Mr P McGovern 
Safeguarding Manager 
 

 



 

UK Maths Trust – Mathematical Competition for Girls: Lord 
Lawson Success! 
The Mathematical Competition for Girls was introduced in 2025 as a new opportunity designed to inspire and 
challenge young female mathematicians across the UK. 
 
Why? Over the last twelve years, the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls (MOG) has become an extremely popular 
Olympiad, with entries reaching nearly 5,000 in 2024. Starting in 2025, this new competition, the Mathematical 
Competition for Girls (MCG) will run alongside MOG, allowing even more girls to engage in mathematical problem 
solving. The questions for the MCG will be similar in style and level to the MOG answer-only questions, with some 
questions shared between the two papers. 
 
Last week, eight of our students participated in the competition, which focusses on high attaining students.  
 
This was an extremely challenging 90-minute session that really tested our students’ knowledge in a variety of 
mathematical areas.  
 
We are delighted to announce that five of the students achieved a Merit grading: Rachel Law, Ava Turnbull, Maisie 
Ewart, Lana Burleigh and Isabelle Skelton. Gracious Obi was one point short of a Merit grading , with Tayo Adekotujo 
and Zoe Brown both also achieving well.  
 
Congratulations to you all for your efforts and for agreeing to participate in this national competition. You really do 
demonstrate what it means to get involved 
 
Mr L Robertson and all of the Mathematics Department 

Scholars’ Bus Service 
Further to my message in last week’s issue of the parent bulletin, we have received an update from Nexus, the 
service provider for the scholars’ buses. 
 
We have been advised that although the buses are busy, they are not over-capacity. Nexus has reviewed the 
data for usage over the last few weeks and has fed back the following: 
 

• 873 – Morning service: This is a very busy service, particularly at Wrekenton high street. However, there is 
an alternative bus that follows this on a morning, the 871, which students can use.  

• 874 – Morning and service: There is sufficient capacity on the 874 with an average of 73 scholars 
travelling on this service bus on a morning.  

• 873 – Afternoon service: This is sometimes at full capacity; however, students can also use the 874 on 
an afternoon as there is sufficient space available. 
  

To help us to support your children to access the scholars’ service, ensuring that all who wish to access the 
buses may do so safely, please speak to your children and go through the services available to them so they 
know that they may have more than one to choose from.  
  
Please be assured we will continue to monitor this situation with Nexus. 
 
Mr I Cooper 
Deputy Principal – Designated Safeguarding Lead 
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Year 11: Academic Support Table 
As our Year 11 students continue their preparation for their forthcoming assessments/mock examinations and 
summer GCSE examinations, I am pleased to share with you our comprehensive Assessment Support timetable. 
The extensive programme of support reflects the dedication and commitment of our team of teachers. The 
timetables can be found later in this bulletin. 
 
As Year Leader, I firmly believe that our Year 11 students can be among the best-prepared in the country for their 
examinations, provided they regularly access the Academic Support on offer and attend school daily, demonstrating 
positive character and working hard. The provision of Academic Support complements the high-quality teaching 
that takes place in our classrooms every day. 
 
I look forward to welcoming all parents and carers on the evening of Thursday 22 October for our Year 11 Exam 
Preparation Evening. This is a fantastic opportunity for students and their parents/carers to find out important 
information ahead of their mock examinations in November. 
 
As always, your support in ensuring your child attends the Academic Support sessions will be invaluable in helping 
them to achieve and exceed their academic potential. Please discuss the timetable with your child and ensure they 
know when and where sessions take place — as you will see, Academic Support runs before, during and after 
school. 
 
Mr L Cumiskey 
Year Leader – Year 11 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Mindfulness and Wellbeing 
On Monday 28 September, the Mindfulness and Wellbeing Club met for the first time this academic year. The group 
set a target for themselves to help them to be more mindful, more present, or to be kinder to themselves. 
 
We learned that Mindfulness doesn't mean never getting stressed or worried but is about being able to be present in 
the here and now, and to slow our thinking down to help us feel calmer. Each week the Mindfulness and Wellbeing 
Club shares with each other a journal ‘Prompt of the Week,’ for those that find writing down their thoughts helpful, 
and a ‘Positive Affirmation of the Week,’ to remind us how brilliant we really are! We would like to share these ideas 
with you and you can find the journal later in this bulletin.  
 
Next week we will be looking at what makes us who we are, and how being our own unique person is what makes us 
so special. 
 
Mrs J Kemp 

 
Cover Supervisor and HI Liaison 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Academy Production 2026: Billy Elliot the Musical 
Thank you to our wonderful Billy Elliot cast members for all of their hard work and enthusiasm during our first 
Sunday rehearsal last weekend; you are making this a show not to miss! A reminder that there is no Sunday 
rehearsal this weekend, but our second Sunday rehearsal is Sunday 11 October, 10am to 4pm. 
 
Tickets for Billy Elliot The Musical are now on general sale with tickets available for Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evening performances. Please purchase your tickets as soon as possible to avoid the disappointment of 
missing what is sure to be a sellout show week.  
 
Tickets can be purchased from the Academy reception for £7.00 each and must be paid for with the correct cash as 
we do not have a change facility. Please note that once purchased, tickets are non-refundable and non-
transferrable. 
 
Once tickets have been purchased, if you require any adjustment or assistance for access or seating in the hall, or if 
you have any queries at all about the forthcoming rehearsal process or show week, please do not hesitate to 
contact me via email at sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to help. 
 
Please note requests for accessible seating have been high this year. I will respond to all requests as soon as 
possible but your patience with this is greatly appreciated. I will endeavour to arrange accessible seating alongside 
one other guest within the party; however, this cannot be guaranteed if the demand for accessible seating during the 
event does not allow. Thank you for your understanding with this.  
 
Cast members in year's 8 to 11 are performing in assemblies next week, Monday 5 to 9 October. Students must 
arrive promptly to school and report straight to their tutor for their morning mark and then report to the dance studio 
for 8.45am. 
 
All cast members received a parental permission safeguarding letter during rehearsal on Wednesday this week. The 
permission slip must be fully completed, signed and returned to me by Wednesday 7 October. Failure to return this 
may result in a student being withdrawn from the production due to lack of parental permission.  
 
This letter also included detailed information regarding Year 7 costumes. Year 7 require their costumes at rehearsal 
on Wednesday 7 October. This will allow us to support students with any additional items that may be required prior 
to show week.  
 
Thank you to the whole Lord Lawson community for supporting our cast and production of Billy Elliot, The Musical. I 
urge you to purchase your tickets for this powerful and inspiring academy production. 
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
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LORD LAWSON OF BEAMISH ACADEMY 
Academic Year 2026 - 2027 Calendar 

  
 

Autumn Term Begins 
Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Wednesday 2 September 2026 Academy opens for staff and ALL students 
Friday 23 October 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Autumn Half 
Term Saturday 24 October 2026 to Sunday 1 November 2026 inclusive 

Autumn Term Ends 
Monday 2 November 2026 Academy opens for staff and all students 
Friday 18 December 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Christmas 
Holidays Saturday 19 December 2026 to Sunday 3 January 2027 inclusive 

  Monday 4 January 2027 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 
Spring Term Begins Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

  Friday 12 February 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Spring Half Term Saturday 13 February 2027 to Sunday 21 February 2027 inclusive 
Spring Term Ends 

Monday 22 February 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 
Thursday 25 March 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Easter Holidays Saturday 27 March 2027 to Sunday 11 April 2027 inclusive 
Summer Term Begins Monday 12 April 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2027 Academy closed for staff and students 
  Friday 28 May 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Half 
Term Saturday 29 May 2027 to Sunday 6 June 2027 inclusive 

Summer Term Ends 
Monday 7 June 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 
Friday 16 July 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Holidays 
  

* Good Friday 26 March 2027 ** Return to school date Monday 6 September 
2027 tbc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 Calendar Dates and Upcoming Events for 
the Autumn Term (up to half term) 
 

Date      Event 
 
Wednesday 7 to Friday 9 October DofE Expedition Days  
 
Sunday 11 October Second Sunday rehearsal for ALL Academy production cast 

members: 10am to 4pm 
 
Monday 12 October All day dress and technical rehearsal for Academy Production – Billy Elliott 
  the Musical – all cast members will be in school and off timetable for the 
 full school day  
 
Tuesday 13 to Friday 16 October Academy Production – Billy Elliott the Musical – General Public  

Performances 
 
Thursday 22 October Year 11 Exam Preparation Evening: 4pm to 6.20pm 
 
Friday 23 October Last day of term for staff and students 
 
Monday 2 November First day of term for staff and students 
 
Thursday 12 November Sixth Form Open Evening: 5pm to 7pm 
 
Thursday 19 November Year 7 Parents and Carers Evening: 3.45pm to 7.15pm 
 
Monday 23 to Friday 27 Year 9: Ullswater residential trip 
November 
 
Monday 30 November to  Years 11 and 13 Autumn assessments 
Friday 11 December 
 
Thursday 10 December Year 7 Pantomime 
 
Tuesday 15 December Christmas Showcase (timings tbc) 
 
Friday 18 December Last day of term for staff and students 
 
Monday 4 January 2027 Staff Inset Day – Academy closed for students 
 
Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy open for ALL students as normal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


