
 

Dear Parents and Carers  
  
Last night, we held our Open Evening for Year 6 pupils and their families. It was wonderful to welcome more 
than 550 visitors into our school.  
 
This was the first Open Evening for Mr Royal in his role as Year 7 Leader and Transition Coordinator. Working 
alongside Miss Cooper, our students and staff, Mr Royal maintained the high standards established by Mrs 
Jacobson. Many parents commented on the excellent organisation of the evening, and I heard countless 
positive remarks about our students, their interactions with visitors, and their relationships with staff.  
 
Lily and Tom, our Head Girl and Head Boy, also did an excellent job hosting the presentations in the hall. My 
thanks go to Grace and Sam for giving us a foretaste of our forthcoming production of Billy Elliot, for which 
tickets go on general sale on Monday, 28 September.  
 
I would particularly like to commend the almost 300 students who stayed behind to support the evening. 
They volunteered more than four hours of their time, the equivalent of almost an additional school day, to 
showcase their school to prospective students and their families. In recognition of their commitment, all 
student helpers will receive the Character Award: At Lord Lawson, we get involved.  
 
We received a great deal of valuable feedback, which will help us continue to improve. Some of the 
comments included:  
 
Parents' feedback  
"The children were all a real credit to the school."  
"Enjoyed looking around the classrooms and joining in with the activities in the science classroom."  
"Pupils were very interactive throughout the whole school."  
"I liked how we were able to explore for ourselves after the talk and the guided tours."  
"Staff and students were all great – so friendly and approachable. Our guides from Year 7 were so helpful 
too."  
"The staff and student presentations in the hall were excellent. The sixth form students were so confident. 
We enjoyed the Billy Elliot performance too."  
 
Pupils' feedback  
"I enjoyed talking to the geography teacher, exploring the school, and taking part in the activities."  
"I liked how kind everyone was and how they let me join in."  
 
These comments reflect our whole-school approach to character education: we are kind, we work hard, 
we are curious, and we get involved.  
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We know that the strongest recommendation for any school comes through word of mouth. If you know 
families who are considering Lord Lawson for their child, please share your experiences with them, tell them 
what you value about our school, and let them know about our ongoing journey of improvement.  
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dr Andrew Fowler 
Principal 

Character Awards  
Here are a few of this week's character awards.  
 
At Lord Lawson we are curious  
"We are currently studying WW1 Fiction in English. I encouraged the students to speak to family members to 
find out any interesting stories about their relatives who may have links to WW1. Erin has emailed me some 
fascinating photographs and information she has uncovered after conversations with her great grandma and 
her grandad - I loved reading them. Thank you for sharing them Erin, and continue to be curious!"  
Awarded to Erin in Year 8 by Mrs Goodacre. 
  
"Bailey accessed the Geography fieldwork with great curiosity. You asked questions to allow a deeper 
understanding of content and showed a great interest in what we were doing. You were even able to support 
your peers with the knowledge you had secured. Every member of staff talked about you in such a positive 
manner Bailey, you were a credit to our class."  
Awarded to Bailey in Year 11 by Mrs Connor.  
  
At Lord Lawson we get involved   
"Jake has been an excellent drama student, getting really involved and volunteering to help me perform a 
drama technique for the whole class.  Not only this, but he as rehearsed really well to make a new drama 
performance and also answered many questions in the class discussion.  Great work Jake!"  
Awarded to Jake in Year 9 by Mrs Wilson.  
 
"Chloe is always keen to contribute to discussions in Photography.  She shares her knowledge and 
understanding of processes, techniques and use of visual language with other students.  Chloe has also 
volunteered to be in charge of the laptop trolley at the end of lessons, ensuring all laptops are on charge and 
in their correct slots. A really kind and helpful thing to do.  Thank you, Chloe!"  
Awarded to Chloe in Year 10 by Miss Dixon.  
 
At Lord Lawson we are kind  
"Today, Summer was helping in a year 8 RE class. A pupil became upset, and Summer not only managed to 
calm her but through talking to her managed to get to the bottom of the issue. Above and beyond, it was a 
lovely act of kindness towards a younger pupil who was having a difficult moment."  
Awarded to Summer in Year 13 by Mrs Arrowsmith.  
 
 
 



 

"During PE, Layton showed great kindness and encouragement when supporting a classmate who was 
feeling nervous and unsure about the trampoline exercises. He patiently talked him through each activity, 
offering reassurance and praise along the way. Thanks to Layton's positive attitude and support, his peer 
grew in confidence and was able to complete the exercises successfully. Well done Layton."  
Awarded to Layton in Year 7 by Mrs Hogg.  
 
At Lord Lawson we work hard 
"Abbie is receiving this award in recognition of her outstanding dedication and hard work in Sport 
coursework. She has consistently demonstrated a positive attitude, excellent commitment, and a 
determination to achieve her best in every task. Her effort, perseverance, and willingness to go above and 
beyond have resulted in high-quality work."  
Awarded to Abbie in Year 13 by Mr Docherty.  
 
"Zhwan is working really hard in maths this year. Even after doing a maths assessment period 5 this 
afternoon, she came to after school revision and worked hard on a topic that she is struggling with. Zhwan 
has impressed me with her positive and mature attitude."  
Awarded to Zhwan in Year 11 by Mrs Jackson.  



   

Communication with School 
We welcome parents and carers contacting the Academy to share information, raise concerns or seek clarification 
regarding their child’s education and wellbeing. Many parents and carers choose to communicate directly with 
members of our pastoral team, including Year Leaders and Deputy Year Leaders. 
 
We would like to remind families that colleagues are not always available to respond immediately to telephone 
calls or emails. Throughout the school day, staff are teaching, supporting and caring for students and may not be 
able to access messages straight away. As our pastoral team are not office-based, they are often working across 
the school and may not see emails or voicemail messages immediately. 
 
Similarly, attending the school without a pre-arranged appointment does not guarantee that the member of staff 
you wish to speak with will be available. If you would like to meet with a colleague in person, we kindly ask that an 
appointment is arranged in advance. 
 
For urgent matters, particularly those relating to safeguarding, please contact Reception who will ensure that the 
appropriate colleague is informed as quickly as possible. 
 
For all non-urgent enquiries, we ask for your patience and understanding while colleagues respond. As a guide, it is 
reasonable to expect a response to email communication within 48 working hours, although we will always 
endeavour to respond sooner where possible. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 
 
Mr I Cooper 
Deputy Principal 

Small Steps 
Operating since 2015, Small Steps is an organisation dedicated 
to reducing extremism via education, compassion, and 
understanding. They believe in having open and frank 
conversations in as many places as possible and want to share 
their insight and expertise with others. 
 
As part of the Home Office Preventing Radicalisation fund for 
Local Authorities, Small Steps will deliver 10 virtual training 
sessions for parents/carers of the schools selected for this 
project, of which Lord Lawson of Beamish is one. Based on 
specific risks identified within the region, these sessions will 
focus on Extreme Right-Wing (ERW) risks, as well as other forms 
of extremism and exposure to violent online content. 
 
Any parent who wishes to join any of the virtual sessions can 
register using the link below:  
     https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2000169370430 
 
Further information can be found in the session flyer which can 
be found later in this bulletin. 
 
Mr I Cooper 
Deputy Principal – Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 
 

Scholars’ Bus Service 
We are aware of ongoing concerns 
regarding the scholars’ bus service, 
particularly around overcrowding on 
some routes. We appreciate that this 
can be uncomfortable for students 
and may be causing concern for 
families.  
 
Please be assured that we are actively 
liaising with Nexus to address these 
issues to find a suitable resolution. We 
will continue to monitor the situation 
closely and will provide parents and 
carers with an update as soon as 
further information becomes 
available. 
 
In the meantime, we thank you for your 
patience and understanding while this 
matter is being addressed. 
 
Mr I Cooper 
Deputy Principal 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2000169370430


 

Ceremony of Remembrance 
Thank you to all of the students who have signed up to be a part of our Remembrance Ceremony, which will 
take place in school on Wednesday 11 November. 
 
Our first rehearsal will take place on Tuesday 29 September, 3:30pm until 4:15pm.  Students are to meet in 
the Atrium.  
 
If your child is interested in playing a part in our Ceremony of Remembrance, but has not yet registered their 
interest, they are welcome to join the rehearsal on 29 September and signup then. 
 
Rehearsals will take place every Tuesday, ending on Tuesday 10 November. 
 
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me on jkemp@lordlawson.academy and I 
will be happy to help. 
 
Mrs J Kemp 
Ceremony of Remembrance Coordinator    
  
 
 

Co-curricular Offer at Lord Lawson 
We are pleased to share the wide range of co-curricular activities available to our students. This increased offer 
demonstrates our desire to enrich the school experience of students, and to provide opportunities for them to 
become involved in activities they may not usually participate in. 
 
Students have already had the opportunity to express their interest in the activities they would like to join. If you 
would like to review our Co-curricular offer, then please click on the link below: 
Lord Lawson Co-Curricular Offer 
 
Mr D Cave 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

mailto:jkemp@lordlawson.academy
https://lordlawson.academy/curriculum/extra-curricular/


 

Boost Your Child's GCSE Maths Grades 
To help our students achieve their best possible results in their upcoming mock examinations and this summer's 
GCSEs, the Maths Department is offering a programme of additional revision sessions. The full timetable is 
displayed on the poster in the Maths Department and can also be found below. 
 
Students should attend either the Foundation or Higher sessions, depending on the tier they are studying. If they are 
unable to attend a session led by their usual class teacher, they are welcome to attend an equivalent session with 
another teacher. 
 
Please take a few moments to discuss with your child which revision sessions they plan to attend. Your support will 
help them to feel confident, well prepared, and ready to succeed in their examinations. 
 
Mrs D Jackson 
Subject Leader – Mathematics 
 

 
 



 

Academy Production 2026: Billy Elliot the Musical 
Ticket Sales 
Tickets for Billy Elliot the Musical are on general sale from Monday 28 September. Tickets can be purchased from 
the Academy reception for £7.00 each and must be paid with the correct cash as we do not have a change facility. 
 
Please note that once purchased, tickets are non-refundable and are not transferable. 
 
Please purchase your tickets as soon as possible to avoid the disappointment of missing out. Tickets for the Friday 
evening performance are almost sold out!!  Once tickets have been purchased, if you require any adjustment or 
assistance for access or seating in the hall, or if you have any queries at all about the forthcoming rehearsal process 
or show week, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy 
to help. 
 
 
Reminder: Cast Rehearsal Dates:  
All members of Billy Elliot the Musical must attend the following compulsory Sunday rehearsals:  
 

• Sunday 27 September 10.00am to 4.00pm 
 

• Sunday 11 October 10.00am to 4.00pm 
 
All students must bring a packed lunch and refreshments to both Sunday rehearsals, which must not contain any 
nut products or ingredients.   
 
Students must wear layers of clothing for the rehearsals and ensure they have warm items of clothing.   
 
No student will be given permission to leave the academy site during the rehearsals. 
 
Please check ClassCharts for an announcement with information regarding the Academy mobile phone number to 
make contact with a member of staff in case of emergencies during this Sunday's rehearsal (Sunday 27 
September). 
 
Year 7 do not require any costumes for the rehearsal this Sunday; however, they will receive an information letter 
about costumes next week. 
 
Year 8 to 13 cast members do require their costumes for the rehearsal this Sunday for a costume check. Detailed 
information was shared with students regarding costumes last term.  
 
If you have any queries about the Academy Production, please do not hesitate to contact me using the email 
address quoted above. 
 
As always, thank you for your support. 
 
Miss S Brown 
Subject Leader – Performing Arts 
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LORD LAWSON OF BEAMISH ACADEMY 
Academic Year 2026 - 2027 Calendar 

  
 

Autumn Term Begins 
Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 

Wednesday 2 September 2026 Academy opens for staff and ALL students 
Friday 23 October 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Autumn Half 
Term Saturday 24 October 2026 to Sunday 1 November 2026 inclusive 

Autumn Term Ends 
Monday 2 November 2026 Academy opens for staff and all students 
Friday 18 December 2026 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Christmas 
Holidays Saturday 19 December 2026 to Sunday 3 January 2027 inclusive 

  Monday 4 January 2027 Staff PD Day - Academy closed to all students 
Spring Term Begins Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

  Friday 12 February 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Spring Half Term Saturday 13 February 2027 to Sunday 21 February 2027 inclusive 
Spring Term Ends 

Monday 22 February 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 
Thursday 25 March 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Easter Holidays Saturday 27 March 2027 to Sunday 11 April 2027 inclusive 
Summer Term Begins Monday 12 April 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2027 Academy closed for staff and students 
  Friday 28 May 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Half 
Term Saturday 29 May 2027 to Sunday 6 June 2027 inclusive 

Summer Term Ends 
Monday 7 June 2027 Academy opens for staff and all students 
Friday 16 July 2027 Last day of term - staff and students finish at 3.20 pm  

Summer Holidays 
  

* Good Friday 26 March 2027 ** Return to school date Monday 6 September 
2027 tbc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 

Calendar Dates and Upcoming Events for 
the Autumn Term (up to half term) 
 

Date      Event 
 
Sunday 27 September First Sunday rehearsal for ALL Academy production cast members: 

10am to 4pm 
 
Monday 28 and Tuesday School photographs – throughout the school day 
29 September  
 
Wednesday 7 to Friday 9 October DofE Expedition Days  
 
Sunday 11 October Second Sunday rehearsal for ALL Academy production cast 

members: 10am to 4pm 
 
Monday 12 October All day dress and technical rehearsal for Academy Production – Billy Elliott 
  the Musical – all cast members will be in school and off timetable for the 
 full school day  
 
Tuesday 13 to Friday 16 October Academy Production – Billy Elliott the Musical – General Public  

Performances 
 
Thursday 22 October Year 11 Exam Preparation Evening: 4pm to 6.20pm 
 
Friday 23 October Last day of term for staff and students 
 
Monday 2 November First day of term for staff and students 
 
Thursday 5 November Year 7 Parents and Carers Evening: 3.45pm to 7.15pm 
 
Thursday 12 November Sixth Form Open Evening: 5pm to 7pm 
 
Monday 23 to Friday 27 Year 9: Ullswater residential trip 
November 
 
Monday 30 November to  Years 11 and 13 Autumn assessments 
Friday 11 December 
 
Thursday 10 December Year 7 Pantomime 
 
Tuesday 15 December Christmas Showcase (timings tbc) 
 
Friday 18 December Last day of term for staff and students 
 
Monday 4 January 2027 Staff Inset Day – Academy closed for students 
 
Tuesday 5 January 2027 Academy open for ALL students as normal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


